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Broken! 


By Lucile M. Craig 


N ALABASTER box of precious oint- 
ment ? 
Ah, my God,—not I! 
Myself lies broken at Thy feet 
In shapeless fragments of rude clay. 
No alabaster here! 
But bits of pride I held most dear, 
And sins to which I clung in self - delusion, 
Until the eyes of Christ looked into mine 
And to my soul brought sore confusion 
By His all-knowing love divine. 


Now His the touch and His the care 

As He bends o’er these broken bits ; 

With wise and tender finger tips 

He gathers here and discards there. 

Into my heart come peace and comfort from 
above 

As He looks down in wisest love. 

The vessel’s in the Master’s hand, 

Content to trust His skill 

For Him to make it as He will 

Who never mars the thing He’s planned. 


we 
Boldness 


Only the born-again can be really bold. 
For they have God back of them. To be 


sewbold without having God back of us is 


¢ 


“er but God never can break down. 


“*bravado and folly. 


Such boldness trusts 
‘something that is bound to break down; 
Yet some 
"Christians lack boldness and are fearful. 
Dr. Howard A. Kelly, the beloved physi- 
cian, passes on this striking characteriza- 
tion: “A Christian without boldness is 
like a smooth file.” A smooth file is not 
worth much as a working tool! If we 
would be used effectively in God’s work- 


shop, let us look to him to keep us from 
being smooth files. The Scriptures. are 
filled with records of men of God whose 
boldness made them useful. Peter and John 
were haled before the sanhedrin that had 
crucified Christ, and were asked by what 
power or name they had héaled a lame 
man and made five thousand others be- 
lievers. Peter gave a ringing testimony 
to the deity, Messiahship, and resurrection 
of “Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified.” And “when they saw the bold- 
ness of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled” (Acts 4:13). Paul asked the 
Ephesian Christians to pray “that I may 
open my mouth boldly, to make known the 
mystery of the gospel” (Eph. 6:19). The 
Lord has offered us the same secret of 
boldness, “for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we 
may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, 
and I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me” (Heb. 13:5, 6). The literal meaning 
of the Greek word for boldness in most of 
the New Testament passages is “free utter- 
ance.” Have we this boldness—are we 
ready and eager to speak out and tell what 
great things the Lord hath done for us? 
But the most amazing boldness of all is 
that which we are authorized to have, not 
in the presence of men, but in the presence 
of God! Because of what he has done for 
us through his Son we are to have “bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest by the blood 


% 


of Jesus” (Heb. 10:19). We are to “come 
boldly unto the throne of grace.” And in 
the dreadful day of judgment we may have, 
not fear, but “boldness in the day of judg- 
ment: because as he is, so are we in this 
world” (1 Jchn 4:17). 


a 
Peril of the Divided- Heart 


We never can be quite sure in which 
direction a divided heart will turn. If it 
is divided between right and wrong, be- 
tween God and self, it may sometimes make 
right decisions, but it is sure at times .o 
make wrong decisions. A. B. Bruce said 
many years ago, in his famous book, “The 
Training of the Twelve”: “A little re- 
ligion will carry a man through many trials, 
but ... if the mind be double, or the heart 
divided, a time comes that compels men to 
act according to the motives that are deep- 
est and strongest in them. This remark 
applies especially to creative, revolutionary, 
or transition epochs. In quiet times a 
hypocrite may pass respectably through this 
world, and may never be detected till he 
get to the next, whither his sins follow him 
to judgment. But in critical eras the sins 
of the double-minded find them out in this 
life.” And we are living in a revolutionary 
and critical era today. Have we made sure 
of the only security that can stand, by hav- 
ing yielded ourself unto God “as those that 
are alive from the dead”? (Rom. 6: 13.) 
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The Witness of the China Inland Mission 


object lesson in faith. George Miil- 

ler’s orphanages in Bristol have served 
a similar purpose. Other great Christian 
institutions both in the field of philanthropy 
and of evaugélism have been directed along 
other lines and have been also greatly 
blessed. “God fulfills himself in many 
ways” is not Scripture, but it runs with the 
facts. 

When Hudson Taylor opened his initial 
bank account for the China Inland Mission 
by depositing £10 there were various things 
to be taken into account. He wished the 
new mission to be helpful to existing mis- 
sions and not to. draw its support from 
their constituency. So he decided that 
there should be neither appeals for funds 
nor collections. The only guarantee the 
mission was to have was “that which ties 
between the covers of the Bible.” ‘Depend 

-upon it, God’s work done in God’s way will 
never lack God’s support.” 

Mr. Taylor did not go into this enter- 


T ai China Inland Mission is an 


prise with a light heart. His agony was 
such that at times he thought he would lose 
his reason. But he fought it through, and 
on the sands of Brighton came to victory. 

The Mission has just published a little 
volume entitled “Our Seal— Being the 
Witness of the China Inland Mission to the 
Faithfulness of God,” by Marshall Broom- 
hall. It is a document of apologetics of 
great value. The deposit of £10 ($50) was 
made June 27, 1865. Since that day nearly 
five million pounds ($25,000,000) have been 
entered on the mission books, and not a 
penny has been spent before it was received. 
The Mission has been tried, oh, how se- 
verely! Yet always delivered. Let us look 
at some of these deliverances. 

From the beginning of the Mission down 
to 1915 silver exchange had been invariably 
and increasingly favorable. Then came a 





1May be obtained from the China Inland 
Mission, 237 West School Lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia; or 150 St. George Street, Toronto 
5, Canada; $1. postpaid, at either address. 
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great shock. The pressing demand for 
silver to pay the soldiers during the World 
War reversed the steady fall of silver’s 
value during fifty years and, as China is 
the land in which the silver problem is most 
pressing, the China Inland Mission was 
specially threatened because of its field of 
work. But along with this rise in- silver 
value came increased contributions to cover 
it, an increase not asked of any human 
being. It is truly thrilling to notice in 
the graph on page 111 how, when: the 
amount of silver purchasable by the dollar 
goes down in the black column, the gray 
contribution column towers upward; and 
this in war time when, if ever, one would 
have expected diminished contributions. 

Again. The Mission received for many 
years £12,500 annually from a bequest of 
Mr. J. T. Morton. At one time 30 per cent 
of expenditures came from this source. But 
when it ceased there was no collapse. The 
treasurer wrote at the time: “Last year 
only 1.6 per cent was forthcoming from 
this legacy, and yet our expenditure was 
larger than ever before under almost every 
head.” Later he said that “the cessation of 
it has hardly been perceived, and has not 
resulted in any contraction of the work,” 
although it had led to considerable expan- 
sion. 

In 1912 income fell from £65,000 to less 
than £53,000 and the Mission was greatly 
pressed. Its organ, China’s Millions, car- 
ried in its February number a quotation 
from George Miiller: ‘The natural appear- 
ance now is that the work cannot be carried 
on. But I believe that the Lord will help, 
and that we shall not be confounded.” On 
the 30th of the month, almost before the 
readers of China’s Millions could open their 
paper, a check for £10,000 was received by 
the treasurer, 

In 1927 Borodin and the Communists 
were setting fire to the Middle Kingdom, 
and their sympathizers in Union Square, 
New York, were shouting, “Hands off 
China!” The commotion was such that 
the governments felt it necessary to order 
all inland missionaries to the coast. This 
entailed great expense. All along the 
weary route toward Shanghai carters, boat- 
men, coolies, and their ilk fleeced the trav- 
elers in a way worthy of heathenism. 
Quarters in Shanghai had to be hired and 
furnished for the refugees — fourteen addi- 
tional houses —and malicious damage was 
done to Mission property all over the in- 
terior of China to the extent of $250,000. 
This last amount was later made good. It 
was a great strain, but favorable exchange 
and a gift brought the Mission through. 

Equally severe was the financial testing 
through which the Mission passed at the 
Boxer time (1900). This testing was not 
lessened by the fact that the China Inland 
Mission refused indemnity for its destroyed 
property and rebuilt its mission stations 
at its own cost. But this policy brought its 
own reward. The governor of Shansi 
posted a proclamation saying: . “The China 
Inland Mission, in rebuilding its churches 
with its own funds, aims at fulfilling the 
command of the Saviour of the World that 
all men should love their neighbors as them- 
selves and exhibit forbearance and forgive- 
ness.” And he urged gentry and scholars, 
army and people to emulate this example. 

The tender care of God has also in more 
recent times been over the Mission. The 
Shanghai headquarters had been outgrown 
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for years, and it was decided to sell and 
move farther out in the city. The Mission 
management was so guided that the sale of 
the old site at its greatly enhanced value 
for business purposes covered the cost of 
the new building, land and all. And when, 
only a few months after the completion of 
these new quarters, the Japanese invasion 
was pouring death over the Shanghai area 
where the cld building had stood, the 
Mission was safely housed two miles from 
the scene of fighting. 

The China Inland Mission now has 300 
central stations and nearly 2,000 outstations, 
and it numbers 1,326 missionaries, includ- 
ing wives. It has home centers for Eng- 
lish-speaking members in Great Britain, 
North America, and Australia, besides as- 
sociate missions with headquarters in Swit- 
zerland, Sweden, Norway, Germany, Fin- 
land, and Denmark. In the very wake of 
the Communist disturbance of 1927 which 
compelled the temporary evacuation of most 
of its stations, the Mission was constrained 
to launch a Forward Movement looking 
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toward a speedier occupation of the- yet 
unevangelized areas of inland China, In 
1929 an appeal was made for 200 new mis- 
sionaries to be sent out within two years. 
By the end of 1931, 273 new recruits (203 
members and 70 associates) had actually 
been accepted and sent out, while during 
1932 this number .was increased by 91 fur- 
ther reinforcements from home. How enor- 
mous a responsibility thus to carry on, and 
even go forward, in times of broken banks, 
closed stock exchanges, worthless securi- 
ties, financial moratoria! Can it go on 
in the face of the general debacle? “Yes,” 
would Hudson Taylor repeat if he lived 
today. “I find God’s bank notes are bet- 
ter than your bank notes. There is one 
serious defect in your bank bills: you can- 
not use them twice! But when you pre- 
sent God’s Bank Notes, his promises, you 
don’t tear them out of your Bible. Be sure 
you are in the path of obedience, and then 
you need have no other anxiety. Every- 
thing else, everything else, he takes upon 
himself.” 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Lessons From Four Women 


The question whether Rahab was 
merely an innkeeper, as suggested in 
Clarke’s Commentary, and not a _ harlot, 
was discussed in “Notes on Open Letters” 
in THE SunpAy ScHoot Times of March 
18, and conclusive facts were brought to- 
gether from the Scriptures, both Old Tes- 
tament and New, showing that the woman 
was indeed an immoral woman, a harlot, 
who turned to God in real faith and was 
saved by grace. Now comes a letter 
from Australia, from a Bible student and 
teacher of exceptional insight, James H. 
Todd, whose book, “Vital Teachings of 
God’s Word” is of exceptional value (Bible 
Institute. Colportage Association, 843 N. 
Wells St., Chicago, 35 cents). Mr. Todd 
calls attention to the place given by in- 
spiration to Rahab as one of the four 
women in the human genealogy of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. His letter is one that 
the Editor gladly shares with the Times 
Family: 


In Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times for 
March 18 you have well replied to the 
question regarding Rahab and the comments 
in Clarke’s Commentary. As I read your 
notes I expected that you would go on 
to notice the first chapter of Matthew 
and the references to the four women there. 
For these references are very significant 
and confirmatory of all that you have said 
in your notes, so I take the liberty of draw- 
ing attention to them. 


In that genealogy of Christ as the Sav- 
iour bringing salvation, and showing the 
line of blessing, each one of the four women 
mentioned brings out one particular point 
of importance. Thamar (v. 3) was brought 
into the line through sin; and that is the 
one thing which gives us any claim on 
Christ as Saviour, for it means our one 
supreme need of salvation (1 Tim. 1:15). 


In the case of Rahab it is grace that is 
emphasized, and therefore faith as the one 
condition of blessing; for “by grace are ye 
saved through faith.” Does not Joshua 2 
teach that every one in the land who was 
prepared to exercise the same faith as Ra- 
hab would be saved by grace, for even the 
Israelites entered the land as an uncircum- 


cised people and therefore on the ground 
of grace? 

Ruth, being-a Moabitess, was by law pro- 
hibited from entering the congregation (ac- 
cording to Deut. 23:3, 4), so in her case 
we learn that grace triumphs over law, and 
extends salvation by grace to even those 
condemned under law. Grace brings into 
union with Christ even those who have for- 
feited any claim on God by broken law. 


And finally, the wife of Uriah, bein 
given her place through the sin of David, 
a saint of God who sinned, shows that sal- 
vation cannot be lost though a saint may sin. 
The record in 2 Samuel shows the awful- 
ness of a saint sinning, and at the same time 
the wondrous mercy of God in forgiving a 
sinning saint, on true confession. 


Surely these four women are brought into 
that genealogy to enforce these wondrous 
lessons of grace and faith as the way of 


salvation. 
x 
“Somewhere in the U. S. A.” 


It is encouraging to find that a good 
many people know that there is such a 
paper as THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs, even 
if they do not know where it is. Evidence 
of this comes along occasionally in the way 
letters are addressed to the Times. Thus 
a letter recently came addressed as follows: 


Dr. Charles G. Trumbull 
Editor 
Sundy School Times 
U.S; A; 
America 


The letter was from Great Britain, and 
when it reached New York, the Post Office 
there wrote on the envelope, “Phila., Pa.,” 
together with a rubber stamp reading: “De- 
ficiency in Address Supplied by N.Y.P.O. 
—I. S.” The various Post Offices are con- 


stantly rendering ‘unusual service of this 
sort in getting mail through.to its intended 
destination. 

So the letter came promptly through to 
the paper that was somewhere in the 
U.-S. A.—and-the Times is grateful for 
this recognition. 
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been heard in twenty-five years 








Building a Sunday School in the Sierras 


A settlement where the Gospel had rarely 


By Frank A. Kehrli 


Superintendent of the Pacific Southwest District 
of the American Sunday School Union 














ITHOUT a moment’s warning, 
W tie terrible earthquake of March 

10 destroyed approximately $50,- 
000,000 worth: of property and crushed out 
over a hundred lives n Southern California, 
Churches and schools suffered greatly. The 
American Sunday School Union, working 
in the neglected and unchurched sections 
of our vast Southwest, feels the effect in 
greatly reduced offerings from: the stricken 
area, Notwithstanding the curtailments 
made necessary, the Sunday-school mission- 
aries are carrying the message of life to 
remote corners of our District. The story 
of: pioneer. Sunday-school work in our own 
homeland is of intense interest. The seven 
Sunday-school missionaries working in the 
mountain districts of northern California 
and throughout the great Mojave Desert in 
the southern and eastern parts of the state, 
and the three missionaries in the states of 
Arizona and Nevada, have experienced the 
wonderful thrill over and over again as 
they have seen communities and individuals 
changed by the power’ of the Gospel of 
Christ. A notable incident is the conver- 
sion of a rancher. The missionary in 
charge tells the story. 


A Superintendent in Overalls 


“In the fall of 1924 I went to the Mitchell 
school district, eight miles southwest of 
Turlock, to see about organizing a Sunday- 
school there. I found very few from that 
neighborhood were attending any of the 
twenty-eight churches in Turlock. There 
was very little interest in- Christian things 
there at that time. By calling around the 
community I got eleven folks together for 
our first meeting at the schoolhouse. A young 
man came in, dressed in his overalls, and 
sat down near the back of the room. When 
we came to elect officers, no one wanted 
to be superintendent, so this young mam in 
his overalls got up and said, ‘I’m just a 
sinner and need it as bad as anyone, but 
for the sake of my two boys and these 
other boys and girls, I will do the best I 
can.’ We had no one else who was will- 
ing to take charge of this school, so elected 
him as. superintendent. He told me after- 
ward that he had come from the hay field 
just to see what his wife was doing there. 

“IT spent a night in his home and had 
the joy of leading this man and his wife 
into a real faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He was hungry for Christian instruction 
and began to grow in a remarkable way. 
I loaned him. books and helped him all 
I could. After working ten hours a day 
on a neighboring ranch, he would come 
home, eat his Supper, and then. start out 
to visit the homes of the community, until 
he had visited every home within: a radius 
of five miles of the school house.’ This 
caused the school to grow, and showed his 
willingness to work. He made such a suc- 
cess of the work, and showed such ability 
for leadership, that after a time I suggested 
that he go to the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles and make preparation for Christian 
service. He went to Los Angeles, took a 


In the reception room of The Sunday 
School Times offices stands a glass 
case displaying an issue in the first 
volume of the Times, slightly brown 
and worn at the edges, and dated 
1859. The publisher’s name across 
the top is “The American Sunday 
School Union.” The Times, which later 
became a separate organization, has 
a history of nearly seventy-five years, 
but the Union is much older, for it was 
founded in 1817. From that day to 
this it has been proclaiming the Gos- 
pel and establishing Sunday-schools in 
the isolated districts of our country. 
Mr. Kehrili tells something of the fine 
work done in recent years by mission- 
aries of the Union in, the Southwest. 








course of training, and was later com- 
missioned as our missionary in Nevada. 

“The Mitchell Union Sunday School, of 
which Mr. Graves was the first superin- 
tendent, has gone on: all these years, and 
has been a wonderful influence for good in 
the lives of many people. Now they have 
preaching services each Sunday morning 
and have two fine Christian Endeavor So- 
cieties, an Intermediate group, and an older 
Young People’s group. They are taking 
an active part in the Stanislaus-Merced 
Christian Endeavor Union, many of the 
officers in this Union coming froin Mitchell. 
It is now one of the finest, home-loving, 
law-abiding communities in the San Joaquin 
Valley.” 

Another missionary writes: 

“In the Sierra Nevada. Mountain Range, 
twenty-five miles from the nearest town, 
lies a little settlement of which the words 
of the prophet ring true, ‘The people which 
sat in- darkness saw great light; and to 
them which sat in the region and shadow 
of death light is sprung up’ (Matt. 4: 16). 
It is a Scripture that has been frequently 
in my thoughts since I visited our Moun- 
tain Union Sunday School on-a recent trip. 
For when I organized a Sunday-school 
there in 1925 the community had been with- 
out any public Gospel services for twenty- 
five years, except that a school teacher once 
held a Sunday-school for a few months. 


Where the Dance Held Sway 


The chief social activity of the place was 
the dance. The rough, mountainous nature 
of the country gave it the isolation desired 
by many who wanted a place in which to 
give free rein to their passions. So people 
came from towns as far away as seventy- 
five miles to these dances, seemingly just 
to be able to give unmolested license to the 
lusts of the flesh. I have been told that 
often some of these visitors and others were 
a day or two in recovering sufficiently from 
the effects of liquor, and other things, to 
be able to return home. Of course not all 
the people of the community patronized 
these dances, 

“Our first attempt at establishing a Sun- 
day-school did not meet with success, -as 
consecrated leadership was not to be had. 


In less than a year, however, a capable 
leader moved in, and though our second 
effort met with much opposition, yet. the 
school has missed hardly a session. 

“People who had been so long. without 
a Sunday-school, or had never attended 
one, found Sunday-school decorum: rather 
difficult to acquire. The effort at singing 
was not much of a success. But you should 
hear them sing now! When I was there 
recently an old gentleman and I were talk- 
ing over ‘old times’ when the Sunday-school 
was first started, and: he recalled with much 
pleasure that folks then looked around at 
him to see what a person needed to do to 
be able to sing. He had spent several years 
in other parts and had mastered the art to 
a degree that brings much satisfaction to. 
him. For about five years the superintend- 
ent has been holding a mid-week ‘sing.’ 
The attendance at these has often gone 
above the fifty mark. The people seem 
never to get enough singing. 

“At first no preaching services were held, : 
except as I had opportunity of holding 
them myself. In lieu of these services the 
superintendent held a meeting each Sunday - 
evening, at which she gave a preview of 
the Sunday-school lesson for the next Sun- 
day. But now for.a year or more, layman 
preachers have been coming nearly every 
Sunday evening from a town twenty-five 
miles away to hold Gospel services, being 
attracted by the ready response given by 
these mountain people. At least fifty were 
present at the meeting held on the evening 
I was there, fully half of whom were part 
Indian. 


Old Things Are Passed Away 


“A Young People’s Society was organ- 
ized. It was an inspiring moment to any- 
one who knows the history of the place to 
see four young people called forth to take 
up the responsibilities of leadership in this 
Society. 

“Since our work was started there, seven 
years ago, a goodly number of conversions 
have taken place. The activities carried 
on by the Christians have superseded the 
dance to the extent that very seldom is one 
of any kind held, and the shameful affairs 
of former days are a thing of the past.” 

Last year the ten missionaries of the 
American Sunday School Union of our 
Pacific Southwest District organized forty- 


. two Sunday-schools, conducted fifty. Daily 


Vacation Bible Schools with the assistance 
of students of the Los Angeles Bible Insti- 
tute, the Southern California Bible School, 
and the Christian Training School of Oak- 
land, and’ best of all nearly eight hundred 
decisions for Christ were reported. 

There are hundreds of communities that 
still await the messenger of the cross in 
these isolated places, and those who would 
like to have a share in the work may send 
offerings to the Secretary of Missions, 
American Sunday School Union, 1816 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

GLENDALE, CAL. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





By Ernest Gordon 

















anti-Jewish movement in Germany has 

been marked by suddenness and com- 
prehensiveness and thoroughness. It has 
the marks of a permanent policy. It is 
not the mere flare-up of prejudice and 
excitement. This makes it the more sin- 
ister. It means that in that land where 
the Jews have been most firmly established 
in modern’ times, where their power in 
press and finance and all other forms of 
activity has been so prodigious, a syste- 
matic plan is being carried out to overthrow 
and remove them, If such things can hap- 
pen in Germany, where the forms and 
machinery of culture at least touch the 
highest point, what may not happen when 
the mania spreads to other less advanced 
lands —to Poland and Hungary and Aus- 
tria and Roumania? 

How terrible the humiliation to Jews 
everywhere to be thus pilloried in Germany, 
to be singled out as a peculiar people, an 
outcast people, undesired in all lands! How 
overpowering the conclusion that this ex- 
perience must bring to them, that they are 
given the choice of misery and poverty with 
contempt on the one hand, as in Russia 
and Poland, or on the other hand of wealth, 
culture, and power, as in Germany, with 
hatred and boycott. 

Jewish merchants are shooting them- 
selves in horror, Jewish professional men 
are fleeing to Holland and to Switzerland 
in despair. How vivid a modern com- 
mentary on the words of Leviticus 26: 36, 
“IT will send a faintness into their hearts 
in the lands of their enemies ; and the sound 
of a shaken leaf shall chase them.” But 
we must read further down until we come 
to the promises of pardon, when “their un- 
circumcised hearts be humbled, and they 
then accept of the punishment of their in- 
iquity.” 

“Then will I remember my covenant with 
... Abraham... and I will remember the 
land.” The open spaces of the world are 
closed to Jewish refugees. At American 
ports the sign of “Full House” debars en- 
trance. The Russian empire is a land of 
hunger and misery. Israel is shut up to 
its old home, and we have no doubt that 
these happenings in Germany are but the 
prologue to a great Zidénist advance. 

The times of the Gentiles seem drawing 
to their close. The message to the Gentile 
peoples is from Paul: “If God spared not 
the natural branches [Israel], take heed 
lest he also spare not thee . . . toward thee, 
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: 
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off” (Rom. 
II: aly 22). 

The last words in that section of Leviti- 
cus 26 which promised blessing to an obe- 
dient Israel are (v. 13), “I have broken the 
bands of your yoke [in Egypt], and made 
you go upright.” But during the centuries 
of rejection since the crucifixion of Christ 
the characterizing mark of exiled Israei 
has been “the Jewish stoop.” In Luke’s 
report of our Lord’s apocalyptic discourse 


"Tas Sufferings of the Jews.—The 


(21: 28), however, one reads, “And when 
these things begin to come to pass, anakup- 
sate, straighten up!” The daughter of 
Abraham whom Satan had bound eighteen 
years could in no wise lift herself up 
(anakupsai). Satan hath bound Israel and 
mankind, too, lo, these eighteen hundred 
years. The distressing occurrences in Ger- 
many may be a sign of that redemption 
that is drawing nigh. 


Hopeful Notes in German Theology. 
—Dr. Laible, editor of the Allgemeine 
evangelisch - lutherische Kirchengeitung, 
says: “The charities of the Church are 
oases in the desert, but to make an 
oasis of the whole Sahara is not the task 
of the Church: but of the State. It should 
not undertake what Christ has never com- 
manded or what they cannot carry out.” 
Of certain theological professors described 
as “simply impossible” he says “they should 
be made impossible, that is, as teachers in 
the church.” Yet he reports a new spirit 
in the theological faculties. “Many works 
are coming thence which the Church can 
welcome, works written with a sense of re- 





Triumphs and Trials 
of Colporting 








One of the “noble army” of 
colporteurs, operating in the Near 
East, sold six copies of the New 
Testament to a Greek drink-seller. 
Presently, however, the purchaser 
asked his money back. “He had 
been told by a Christian Greek 
from Crete that the books were 
bad.”” Whereat the colporteur 
turned up Titus 1:12 and showed 
his customer the passage charging 
the Cretans with being always liars. 
That satisfied the man! So there 
is a Bible verse for all situations! 


Two colporteurs traveling from 
Nanning, China, reached a district 
where villages are few. Robbers, 
hiding by the wayside, stepped out 
and robbed them, rubbing red pep- 
per into their eyes to blind them 
for the time being. Most of their 
clothing was taken and they were 
left slightly clad by the roadside. 











sponsibility before God, not merely by men 
of science but by servants of God.” 
Professor Friedrich von Huene, paleon- 
tologist of the University of Tuebingen, 
makes this confession: “The Bible is to 
me God’s Word, and this from beginning 
to end. It is foolish to say that the Bible 
is not a scientific book. Certainly it does 


not pretend to be this, but when it touches 
the things of nature it is in the right.” 


The international apostasy from evan- 
gelical Christianity is well known. The 
apostasy from liberalism does not receive 
as much advertisement, yet it is carrying 
out of that camp various of its ablest 
leaders. Barth and Brunner are now well 
known in America; Friedrich Gogarten, 
another ex-Modernist, not so well. Yet he 
is one of the profoundest minds of the seces- 
sion, and sharpest critics of the old ideal- 
ist immanential-humanitarian theology. Dr. 
Machonichie, in The Expository Times, 
tells us much about his change of front 
and of heart. “The content of history is 
the terrible history of sin, the complete fall- 
ing away of men from God.. The peculiar- 
ity of Christianity is its once-for-all-ness. 
It cannot be given a relative place in the 
stream of history. . . . God is only known 
as he gives himself to be known. Man 
cannot attain this knowledge by his own 
powers. . . . Everything depends on the 
movement from God, that is, on the act of 
grace. .. . God himself it is who comes in 
the form of a servant, transforms his cre- 
ative power into obedience, and lets himself 
be determined in his whole existence by 
the need, guilt, and disobedience of man. 

“The Church is founded on the Word of 
God and consists of those who hear God’s 
Word. It is the place where two worlds 
meet and contend, the world of God and 
the world of man, the world of creation 
and of the fall, the world of life and of death, 
. .. ‘The social gospel’ is a perversion and 
no gospel. . . . The church is no mere 
function of civilization.- It is something 
wholly other, a new creation.” 


A Dangerous Union.—The Mission 
churches of South India have been consid- 
ering a union. This is much desired by 
native Christians, but is being made an 
opportunity by representatives of cer- 
tain opinions to promote those opinions. 
This is a danger involved in most 
“union movements.” In America a crypto- 
Unitarian tendency is back of them; in 
England reactionary ecclesiastical ideas. In 


South India, while the movement in favor 


of union began among a group of Indian 
ministers, the scheme for union is princi- 
pally the work of English missionaries. 
The theory of apostolical succession, which 
has so long vexed the Anglican Church, 
is now in these discussions a matter of 
endless argument and of painful adjust- 
ments. Bishops are to be given unduly 
large powers, and these bishops are irre- 
moveable. There are no safeguards against 
the permeation of the proposed union church 
with sacerdotal ideas. An external union 
of historically antagonistic positions is be- 
ing attempted, and such a union cannot be 
a satisfactory or happy one. 

That dangers for the future church of 


South India lie in these sacerdotal presup- 


positions is clear from a recent statement 
in Osservatore Romano (Dec. 9, 1932), or- 
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gan of the Vatican. This describes the 
creed of a new brotherhood of priests in 
the English Church which capitulates to 
Rome at every point, — purgatory, venera- 
tion of saints and their images, transubstan- 
tion in the Mass “of the body and blood as 
well as the soul and deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” acceptance of the decrees of the 
Councils of Trent and of the Vatican 
(1870) including that which announced the 
infallibility of the Roman Pontifex. Here 
is the full corn in the ear of the Oxford 
Movement (founded in 1833, not the Ox- 
ford Group Movement of today). Hun- 
dreds of English clergymen have subscribed 
to this creed. Evangelicals the world over 
should keep as far as possible from union 
movements which include such persons and 
such teaching. 


This earlier Oxford Movement, as other 
unwholesome movements, is not especially 
friendly to the Bible, and Canon Lukyn 
Williams, in The English Churchman, 
speaks of influential ecclesiastics as “desir- 
ing to stifle the study of the Bible.” This, 
however, is not true of The Church Times, 
official organ of the Movement, which de- 
mands that “candidates for the priesthood 
should know their Bible or be put back un- 
til they do.” It says that “a Scriptureless 
laity is in danger of receiving the minis- 
trations of a Scriptureless priesthood” and 
tells of a recent examination of theological 
students in which less than a half secured 
even half marks, and the majority only a 
third or less. “Patmos was stated to have 
been an island on which St. Paul was 
wrecked, and when asked what the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was about they could only 
say that it was not Pauline.” Mr. Upton of 
the Church Association says of the famous 
Movement that it has supplied the Church 
with seminary priests more ignorant of 
Holy Scripture than any of their predeces- 
sors since the Reformation. 

Anglo-Catholics insist that their Move- 
ment was-a movement of life as contrasted 
with the sleep of death which reigned in 
the English Church before Keble and Pusey. 
_ “The night was far spent, but the day 
dawned, July 14, 1833.” They wax sar- 
castic concerning the galleries common ‘fn 
the older churches and delightedly declare 
that these are now replaced by altars. True, 
answer the evangelicals. The churches had 
galleries and needed them to hold the peo- 
ple. Altars make a poor substitute for 
worshiping companies. The real revival 
in England was the evangelical revival 
which preceded the clerical one. In 1799 
both the Church Missionary Society and 
the Religious Tract Society were formed. 
In 1804 the Bible Society, and in 1809 the 
London Jews Society. In 1923 the Colonial 
and Continental Church Society. In 1836 
the greatest of the home missionary agen- 
cies, the Church Pastoral Aid Society. All 
these societies, so mightily used of God in 
the extension of his Kingdom, were the 
work of evangelicals. And in the moral 
realm the abolition of slavery was the work 
of evangelicals before the Oxford Move- 
ment was thought of. 


The Romanizing priest, backed by the 
Bishop of Truro, has changed altogether 
the character of public worship in the par- 
ish church in St. Hilary, a little Cornish 
town. The parishioners gather each Sun- 
day and while the priest sings mass they 
sing the hymns of English Christianity. A 


becoine pretty well outmoded. 
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great protest meeting has been recently 
held in the magnificent Guild Hall, Plym- 
outh, to express sympathy and support for 
those doughty parishioners. The great 
building was crowded, and the stained glass 
windows bore their historic testimony to 
the Protestantism of Drake and the other 
great sixteenth century figures who sailed 
out of Plymouth harbor for the defense of 
the Reformation. Miss King, a leader in 
the St. Hilary parish defense, told how the 
church had been turned into a ‘“Mass- 
house,” the Bible removed, pews cast out 
to make room for processionals, the wooden 
communion table replaced by a stone altar, 
and much more. It is perhaps fortunate 
that this illustration of the evil which the 
divisive, Romanizing Oxford Movement has 
brought to England should be presented to 
England in the year in which the Move- 
ment is celebrating its centenary. 


Compromising with Buddhist and Shin- 
toists.— The Missionary Herald, organ of 
the American Board, prints an article by 
Mr. Olds, a missionary whose ideas were 
commended by the Appraisal Commission. 
Mr. Olds begins by stating that his “ven- 
ture” has been carried on “under cover” 
lest he should be considered “a traitor,” 
but “now comes along the Commission and 
throws everything out into the open and 
says, ‘Go ahead! the coast is clear.” He 
has been holding monthly love-feasts with 
eight Buddhists, three Shintoists, and three 
Christians. The attempt is being made “to 
learn from each other what each has to 
teach us of love, regardless of the source 





An African Blacksmith 


Mama Yangu is a convert of the 
Heart of Africa Mission, a former 
hemp-smoker, polygamist, and all- 
round sinner. He gave his heart to 
Christ, taught himself to read, aban- 
doned his vices, organized a little 
church in his home, which has 
grown into a church with its own 
building, and goes every market day 
to preach the Gospel in a market 
town five miles away. He does 
not confine his preaching to the 
natives, but speaks to traders and 
officials who indeed highly respect 
him. He is a blacksmith by trade, 
and with his earnings sends out 
evangelists to surrounding villages. 
Often does he awake in the night, 
light a lamp, and search the Scrip- 
tures to find out the way of salva- 
tion more perfectly. 














from which it may come. If Buddha teaches 
it we must all be ready to learn from 
Buddha; if Jesus, we must learn from 
Jesus. We may never be able to get to- 
gether on the basis of unanimity in doc- 
trine, but we can all get together on the 
basis of love. For we are all children of 
one Father, are one in essentials. 

“Can we still be propagandists? For 
love, yes. But for Christianity as a com- 
peting religion? Well, it looks to me as 
though that kind of emphasis is likely to 
Perhaps 


: 
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we shall have to go outside of our ortho- 
dox Christian fold to find our best teachers, 
—the best exponents of the love of Christ. 
Perhaps to Tolstoi, perhaps to Gandhi, per- 
haps to Tenko Nishida.” 

These folk get together and talk “love.” 

“We are seeking,” says Mr. Olds, “sim- 
ply to establish an attitude.” Quite so! 
Meanwhile evangelical Christians are run- 
ning -their orphanages, hospitals, relief en- 
terprises, rescue homes, and, above all, are 
preaching the Gospel, which brings renew- 
ing love into families and hearts and soci- 
ety. It is the difference between attitud 
and action, ; 


“A specially happy Christian,” writes 
David K. Steybe, Famine Orphanages and 
Evangelistic Bands, Yuanchow, Hunan, 
China, “is a newly baptized woman who 
saw an opportunity to witness for the Lord 
when soldiers came daily to use her kitchen 
to prepare their food. Instead of being 
annoyed by her unwelcome guests she tried 
to lead them to God. They borrowed her 
catechism and Bible to read. She invited 
them to church, and they received pocket 
Testaments which they showed her with 
joy. At a’street meeting two of them ac- 
cepted Christ.” 


A Sunday-school for neglected colored 
children, established by students of the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, was 
the beginning of the Presbyterian Colored 
Missions in Louisville, Ky. There are 40,000 
colored people in Louisville, large numbers 
of whom never attend church of any sort, 
Out of their own insignificant incomes these 
students hired an old building on Preston 
Street, which was formerly a lottery office, 
and the school opened with twenty-three 
children. Requests to open a similar school 
in “Smoke Town,” another district of the 
city, were acceded to, and the school here 
began with thirty-five pupils. This was 
in 1898 and 1899. 

The schools have survived and expanded 
until the enrollment has reached 1,459. Be- 
sides Sunday-schools and preaching there 
are classes in sewing, cooking, shoe-repair- 
ing; a bath house; a playground, and a 
daily vacation Bible school. This last has 
159 happy. boys and girls under tuition, and 
its leaders are astonished at the amount of 
Scripture the children memorize as well as 
of Bible history learned. The playground 
was the first for colored children in the 
city; their bath house the only one for 
colored people on the east side of Louis- 
ville. “One night I counted boys and mené 
from fourteen different streets,” says Mr. 
Little in The Presbyterian Survey. Four 
hundred and thirteen colored girls and 
women are at present receiving instruction 
in dressmaking. The girls cut and sew all 
their own clothes; the mothers make- those 
of their children, together with sheets, pil- 
low cases, towels, window curtains, and the 
like. The mission furnishes material at 
cost. This great school is the outgrowth 
of a little class started by a devoted woman 
with eighteen cents worth of material. The 
cobbling classes repair shoes for themselves 
and their farnilies. The original investment 
here was equally modest, some old dry- 
goods boxes made into benches and twenty- 
five dollars’ worth of material. Thirty-nine 
colored girls are also learning cooking in 
a shed built by the boys of the carpentering 
classes. These boys save the institution 
hundreds of dollars yearly by their repair 
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work on the building and its fences and by 
painting. They have made the benches for 
the Sunday-school, wainscoted the class- 
rooms, and much more. More than 400 
attend church services Sundays, and a vig- 
orous missionary society—a true barom- 
eter of Christian experience — is carried on 
by church members. 


An Indigenous Movement in Venezula. 
—Mr. Duval Rice reports in World Do- 
minion concerning the ministry of a con- 
verted Catholic priest, a man of such out- 
standing ability that he had been appointed 
by the Venezuelan clergy to represent them 
at Rome. He is now traveling about Ven- 
ezuela preaching the Gospel, his companion 
being a huge peon who, before he became 
fisher of men, was catcher of snakes and 
extractor of their poison for doctors’ ex- 
periments. Happy omen! Nothing re- 
moves poisons, personal and social, like the 
Gospel. This pair are welcomed every- 
where by the people with closest attention. 
They receive the hospitality both of be- 
lievers and others. This work is of Vene- 
zuelans, by Venezuelans, and for Venezue- 
lans. Its expenses are almost negligible. 
It is especially to be welcomed at a time 
when Venezuela, in her hostility to Rome, 
threatens to close the door to all religious 
teachers not of Venezuelan nationality. 


An Exodus from Rome in Montreal.— 
On the 29th of January last 412 adult per- 
sons, all former members of the Roman 
Catholic Church, were baptized in the 
Anglican Church of the Redeemer by the 
Rev. Victor Rahard, himself a former priest 
of Rome. The service lasted four hours. It 
is stated that many more French Catholics 
are on the point of joining this same church, 


Good News and Testimony from An- 
nam.—Mrs. Jackson writes: “We have 
gone for miles in every direction sell- 
ing thousands of Gospels. As a result 
of this colportage little groups of. Chris- 
tians are springing up everywhere.” Mr. 
Hazlett tells of being awakened last Christ- 
mas morning at five o’clock by a group of 
Annamese Christians singing, “Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing.” Twenty Sunday- 
school children gave scenes from “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” interspersed with Christ- 
mas songs in a country church fifty miles 
away, — going thither by bus. Mr. Peter- 
son tells of nirie Cambodian Christians in 
Kompong as very faithful in walking in 
for Wednesday night prayer meetings. One 
converted drunkard and opium smoker wit- 
nesses to his fellow workmen in the pepper 
fields, gathering them together in evening 
meetings. Another convert, of whom Mr. 
Carlson speaks, was for seven long years 
in the iron grip of the opium habit. He 
had tried every possible cure. “Then an 
American missionary came to my village 
and preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
It appealed to my reason, my conscience, 
and my will. I accepted Christ, was for- 
given and saved. Hallelujah!” 

But the opium habit persisted. He asked 
a native preacher for advice and was told 
to’ trust God for victory. “I hesitated, but 
after praying with my wife decided to rest 


the case in the hands of God. I took my 
precious opitim, my pipe, dishes, lamp, and 
destroyed all. Then I regretted it. Could 
I expect an immediate victory? Perhaps 
I should have kept a little just in case. ... 

“All went well the. first day. The sec- 
ond day the craving began, and by the end 
of the third day I was nearly exhausted. 
About two o'clock at night I awoke in 
agony, groaning and writhing in the dark- 
ness. [I prayed without ceasing. Then 
the Devil suggested waking my wife and 
sending her for opium. Just this once! 
But suddenly came a crash of thunder, and 
the rain was falling in torrents. I saw 
that my wife could not go out. God had 
closed that door. She awoke and began 
massaging my back. That with the patter- 
ing of the rain soothed my nerves, and 
presently I fell asleep. When I awoke in 
the morning the craving was gone. That 
was nearly ten years ago, and the desire 
to smoke opium has never returned.” 


New Life among British Students.— 
There seem to be few perenmals among 
Christian organizations. They are started 
in faith and self-denial, prosper, become 
worldly or unbelieving, and then give place 
to new manifestations of God’s Spirit. The 
Student Christian Movement was in its 
early days evangelical and evangelistic with 
warm-hearted interest in Christian missions, 
A writer in The Methodist Recorder de- 
scribes its declining parabola. Emphasis 
was shifted from winning fellow students 
to changing the world. Study circles re- 
placed evangelistic meetings. Non-Chris- 
tians were invited to join with Christians 
in a common quest for truth. In this way 
it was hoped to influence those who shied 
at the evangelistic approach. Vagueness 
replaced certainty. 

But a new breath is blowing through the 
British universities. “To think,” writes this 
correspondent, “that after we had exhausted 
every artifice that ingenuity could devise 
to hold our young people these movements 
[the Inter-Varsity Fellowship, and others] 
should step in and win with the very 
weapon we had discarded, the simple direct 
evangelism of early Methodism.” The 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical 
Unions has now its branches in twenty-five 
British universities and colleges. Its total 
membership in Great Britain reaches 1,800, 
and since 1921, 221 of its members have 
sailed to the foreign field. Yet Dr. Rendle 
Short tells us that in 1912 the Fellowship 
had not “the slightest chance of entrance” 
in a single university. Under the auspices 
of the Fellowship a Theological Colleges’ 
Prayer Union is to be formed as part of a 
systematic attempt to combat Modernism 
among theological students. The League 
of Evangelical Students in the United 
States is in touch with this British Fellow- 
ship, and should receive the practical help 
of all Christians concerned over the ter- 
rible conditions in American universities. 

Of the old Student Christian Movement 
in Great Britain the writer quoted con- 
cludes: “It diffused its interests, altered 
its primitive emphasis, sought too wide a 
synthesis,’ bowed to the spirit of the age 
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until it was at last without any vital, sav- 
ing message for a needy world of students.” 
But God is raising up a new witness. 


Brief Notes.—The Aborigines Inland 
Mission of Australia works among an ex- 
ceedingly backward people, yet last year 
603 conversions were recorded. .. . Yom- 
juri, a Japanese newspaper without Chris- 
tian connections (quoted in Christianity 
Today) says of the Appraisal Commission 
that “its members have lost the true sense 
of the supernatural, revealed religion, and 
have degraded Christianity to a relative re- 
ligion. Their report is an exposure of 
their spiritual weakness. They have lost 
the true Christian faith. The religions 
of the Orient cannot have -any co-opera- 
tion with such a subtle movement. We 
cannot welcome them at all.” ... There 
is a constant shifting between the Lutheran 
and Catholic churches in Germany which 
probably is related to mixed marriages and 


has little to do with regeneration of the 


heart. Yet for social-political reasons, if 
for no other, one can find satisfaction in 
the fact that in the past five years 36,576 
more German Catholics became Protestants 
than Protestants Catholics. . . . Eighty- 
eight Japanese have been recently bap- 
tized in connection with the New 
Westminster Japanese Mission Church, 
Vancouver, B. C. ... An awakening in 
the Protestant churches of Hungary un- 
der the name of the Soli Deo Gratia 
(“Thanks to God Only”) Movement is 
taking place. It is spreading especially in 
schools and colleges and is marked by in- 
tensive Bible study, prayer; evangelism, and 
practical ministrations. It has now 65 
groups with 2,200 enrolled members, and 
“seeks the living power of Christ.” On 
Lake Balaton it provides a summer camp 
for a thousand students, peasant boys, and 
apprentices, for rest and Bible study. ... 
The Turks have from now on got to 
pray to “Tanri” instead of to Allah, for 
“Tanri” is Turkish for Allah. So the new 
name will be called from the 400 minarets 
of Constantinople, and if they perchance 
say “Allah” they will go to prison for their 
obstinacy. . .. Moslems plan the erection 
of a mosque on Carlton House Terrace, 
London. The Begum of Bhopal’s huge 
legacy of ten million pounds for the: propa- 
gation of Mohammedanism may perhaps 
be back of this: plan for the conversion of 
England. . . . Frida Dornbach describes 
“the Lord of Chajul,” a Guatemalan image 


of - Christ which draws people from all; 


over the republic. It is of wood. Some 
time since this image was- found at a dis- 
tance from the church and people thought 
it had run away. So they locked it in a 
glass case with a liie-sized soldier made 
of wood on: either side. At the foot of 
each of these guards was a jug of rum 
for their refreshment. . . . The Mission to 
Chinese Postal Officials states that ninety 
per cent of its correspondents write from 
small places where there is no church or 
preaching. Thus a letter from Sinkiang 
Province, 3,500 miles away, which took 
nine weeks to reach the mission, asks if 
abstention from wine and opium are. con- 
ditions of membership in the Chinese Chris- 
tian Postmasters’ Union. Another, writ- 
ing for Testaments, asks how he may 
believe, and a third begs for tracts to dis- 
tribute. 


Dats LANGED, DALSLAND, SWEDEN. 
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LESSON 10.. SEPTEMBER 3. DAVID 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm 78 : 70-72 
Golden Text.—Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.—1 Sam. 16: 7d 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Samuel 16: 4-13; Psalm 78 : 70-72 
Kinc JaMES VERSION 

1 Sam. 16:4 And Samuel did that which the Lorp spake, and 
came to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his 
coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? 

5s And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the Lorp: 
sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and cailed them to the sacrifice. 

6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on 
Eliab, and said, Surely the Lorp’s anointed is before him. 

7 But the Lorp said unto Samuel, Lock not on his countenance, 
or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for 
the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lorp looketh on the heart. | 

‘8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
And he said, Neither hath the Lorp chosen this. 

9 Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither 
hath the Lorp chosen this. 

10 Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. 
And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lorp hath not chosen these. 

11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And 
he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth 
the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for 
we will not sit down till he come hither. 

12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and 
withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to lock to. And the 
Lorp said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lorp came upon David 
from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

Psa. 78: 70 He chose David also his servant, and took him from 
the sheepfolds: 

71 From following the ewes great with young he brought him 
to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. 

72.So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and 
guided them by the skilfulness of his hands. 


x & 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Sam. 16:4 And Samuel did that which Jehovah spake, and came 
to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the city came to meet him trem- 
bling, and said, Comest thou peaceably? 5 And he said, Peaceably ; 
I am come to sacrifice unto Jehovah: sanctify yourselves, and come 
with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and 
called-them to the sacrifice. id 

6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on 
*Eliab, and said, Surely Jehovah’s anointed is before him. 7 But 
Jehovah said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature; because I have rejected him: for Jehovah 
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but Jehovah looketh on the heart. 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath Jeho- 
vah chosen this. 9 Then Jesse made *Shammah to pass by. And 
he said, Neither hath Jehovah chosen this. 10 And Jesse made seven 
of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, 
Jehovah hath not chosen these. 11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, 
Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the 
youngest, and, behold, he is keeping the sheep. And Samuel said 
unto Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit *down till he 
come hither. 12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal *of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look 
upon. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. 13 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst 
of his brethren: and the. Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to 
Ramah. 
Psa. 78: 70 He chose David also his servant, 

And took him from the sheepfolds: 
71 From following the ewes that have their young he brought him, 

To be the shepherd of Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. 
72 So he was their shepherd according to the integrity of his heart, 

And guided-them by the skilfulness of his hands. 


1In 1 Chron. 27: 18, Elihu. *In 2 Sam. 13: 3, Shimeah. In 
t Chron. 2:13, Shimea. *Heb., around. ‘* Heb., fair of eyes. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1920, by International Council 
of Religious Eduaation. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THE first chapter of the New Testa- 
] ment Israel’s history is divided into 

three parts: from Abraham to David, 
from David to the Babylonian captivity, 
from the captivity to Christ (Matt. 1:17). 
David, not Saul, was really the first king 
of Israel. Indeed he is “David the king,” 
and he became the model for all the kings 
that followed; their condemnation was that 
they did not as David did, and the highest 
praise given them was their likeness to 
David (2 Kings 18:3; 22:2). David was 
not only greatest of the kings; he was 
“the sweet psalmist of Israel” (2 Sam. 
23:11), greatest of her poets and author 
of the greatest poem ever penned in any 
language, the Twenty-third: Psalm ; he was 
great also in music, in war, in statesman- 
ship, in nation building, in friendship, in 
human qualities, in worship. But of all the 
distinctions of many-sided David his great- 
est was that God found him a man after 
his own heart who would do all his wiil 
(Acts 13:22). What made him this, in 
distinction from Saul, the man after man’s 
heart? Our present lesson does not cover 
David in all his great career, but centers 
attention on David the shepherd boy, chosen 
of God when he was rejected by man. God 
sees not as man sees, but when the story is 


finished, then men see that God’s view is 
right. May we learn from David to be- 
come men after God’s own heart. 


The Historical Setting 


David was thirty years old when he be- 
gan to reign; he reigned seven and a half 
years, over Judah and thirty-three years 
over all Israel. When David was anointed 
he was. a lad of possibly not more than 
fifteen years, The date for the beginning of 
his reign has been set as early as 1063 B. C. 
and as late as ro10 B. C., and his birth 
between 1093 and 1040. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Samuel 16:4.—And Samuel did that 
which the Lord spake. He first was re- 
luctant to go to anoint the son of Jesse, 
till the Lord told him to veil his purpose 
by the sacrifice, which he would probably 
have commanded even apart from Samuel’s 
fear (vs. 1 to 3). Came to Bethlehem. 
From his home in Ramah, possibly located 
about six miles north of Jerusalem; Beth- 
lehem was about six miles south of Jeru- 
salem. The elders . .. trembled. The 
prophet’s coming sometimes meant the pro- 
nouncing of God’s judgment for evildoing. 

Verse 5.—Peaceably: I am come to sac- 
rifice. A true statement. It was not the 
Lord’s purpose that the elders or others 
should know the meaning of the anointing 
of David. He sanctified Jesse and his sons, 
Jesse was evidently an important man in 
the town, the grandson of Boaz and Ruth 


(Ruth 4:21, 22). Called them to the sac- 
rifice. Probably telling the father that the 
Lord was to select one for special service. 

Verse 6.—Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
before him. Eliab, the eldest son, looked 


like Saul. Yet Samuel would have chosen 
him. 


Verse 7.—The Lord said. Probably 
through an inner voice. I have refused him. 
God is now doing the choosing, not select- 
ing what the people want. The Lord seeth 
not as man seeth. Even Samuel and Peter, 
apart from the illumination of the Spirit, 
see as the natural man sees (Matt. 16: 23). 
The Lord looketh on the heart. He knows 
what is in man (John 2:24, 25). And 
God’s ways are not man’s ways (Isa. 55: 
8). 

Verse 10.—Seven of his sons. Seven, in- 
cluding David, are mentioned in 1 Chron- 
icles 2: 13-15, probably because one brother 
had died without descendants. 

Verse 11.—Are here all thy children? 
If God’s word is not to come to naught, 
there must be another. There remaincth 
yet the youngest. Like Gideon, the least 
in his father’s house (Judg. 6:15). Father 
and brothers all knew he would not be 
chosen before the others! They saw not 
as God saw. He keepeth the sheep. A 
lowly but honorable task; the youngest was 
as a servant in the family. 

Verse 12.—He was ruddy. Of fair com- 
plexion, with light hair, striking because 
rare among the Jews (Song of Sol. 5: 10). 
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Of a beautiful countenance. Literally, fair 
of. eyes, a poet’s soul looking out from his 
thoughtful face. 


Verse 13.—Anointed him in the midst of 


his brethren. Who, we judge, were not 
looking on with gladness (1 Sam. 17: 28). 
Probably David’s beauty, and the feeling 
that he had something the others did not 
have, stirréd jealousy, and this was added 
to the natural discounting of him because 
he was the youngest. The Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David from that day for- 
ward, The oil was but the outward symbol 
of God’s true anointing with the Spirit. 
David waited long for the kingdom, but 
he had immediately something greater than 
the kingdom. Samuel rose up, and went 
to Ramah. And David went back to his 
sheep. The whole narrative emphasizes 
that this was not Samuel’s doing, but God’s. 

Psalm 78: 70.—He chose David also his 
servant, This is the climax of a long nar- 
rative of God’s acts with Israel, starting 
with the deliverance from Egypt. “His 
servant” is a title of special honor. From 
the sheepfolds.. From a humble place. 

Verse 71.—To feed Jacob his people, and 
Israel his inheritance. Literally, te be the 
shepherd. How glorious is this figure of 
the shepherd and his sheep, first mentioned 
with David but all pointing to the great 
Shepherd of the sheep. 


Verse 72.—Integrity of his heart... 
skilfulness of his hands. What he was, 
and what he did. David combined a heart 
that was right with great God-given abil- 
ities suited to a great king. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“I have my own way,” was the key to 
Saul’s life and Saul’s sad failure, despite 
his high calling and his good beginning. 
“Have thine own way,” was the key to 
David’s life and triumph, despite his lowly 
beginning and his failures when he walked 
after the flesh. It was God, and God alone, 
who chose David, hidden among the sheep- 
folds of Israel. What did God see in Da- 
vid? He saw faith, David was a man 
after God’s own heart not because of his 
greatness or goodness, but because he had 
a heart to listen to God and do his will 
(Acts 13:22). God was King of Israel. 
David was to act for God, as his earthly 
representative. Israel asked for a king like 
the kings of the nations round about. They 
got Saul, who sought to be king in his 
own right. God intended that they should 
have a king,—one chosen by him, not by 
the people; one who would listen to him, 
not to the people; one who would carry 
out God’s will, not his own will. The 
Son of David, the Lord Jesus, delighted to 
do the Father’s will. He will one day take 
over the governments of the earth. Mean- 
while let us turn over to him the govern- 
ment of our lives. He is our Shepherd, 
supplying every need. As he looks into 
our heart, let him see a heart perfect 
toward God, wanting only his way. 


Lesson Outlines 
Gon’s THREE KincGs 
1. David the King 
2. Christ the King 
3. Christians the Kings of earth 


All three chosen of God, at first re- 
jected by men, chosen to do the -Father’s 
will, first in suffering then in glory, 
Christ -finally to reign over the earth, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
10. September 3.—David. 
1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm 78 : 70-72 
11. September 10.—Jonathan. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 18-20 
12. September 17.—Solomon., 


1 Kings, Chapters 5-8 . 


13. September 24.—Review: Some Early 
Leaders of Israel. 


Fourth Quarter 
1. October 1.—Saul in Tarsus. Acts 21 : 39; 
22:3, 27, 28; 26: 4-7; Philippians 3 : 3-6 
2. October 8.—Saul in Damascus. Acts 9 : 1-31 
3. October 15.—Paul in Antioch 
Acts 11 : 19-30; 12:25 
4. October 22——Paul in Asia Minor 
Acts 13 and 14 
5. October 29.—World’s Temperance Sunday 
Romans 13:12 to 15:3 








we reigning with him (Rev. 3: 21; 5: 10; 
20:6). 


Davin’s TRAINING AND REIGNING 


1. His ancestry. 2. His godly mother. 
3. His lowly shepherd life. 4. His call 
and’ anointing. 5. His walking in the 
Spirit. 6. His hidden qualities as war- 
rior and musician shine out in service of 
nation. 7. His persecution and suffering. 
8. Crowned as king of Judah. 9. Re- 
ceived by all Israel. 10. Conquers all 
enemies and builds the nation. 11. Sin 
and repentance. 12. Prepares for the 
Temple. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


David’s Career. While the present les- 
son includes but sixteen verses, the com- 
plete story of David’s career occupies -fifty- 
eight chapters, including the whole of Sec- 
ond Samuel; in addition many Psalms and 
other portions of Scripture treat of David. 
And he was the author of at least seventy- 
three of the Psalms. View his whole life 
to learn his character and to note its re-« 
lation to his youth. 


David a Type of Christ. The Lord 
Jesus was “the Son of David,” and at the 
same time David’s Lord (Matt. 1:1; 22: 
42-45). David was a type of Christ as king, 
so much so that our Lord is called “David” 
as well as “Son of David” (Jer. 30:9; 
Ezek. 34: 23, 24; 37:24, 25; Hos. 3:5). 
But David in many details of his career 
is a type of Christ: descended from Judah; 
born in Bethlehem; despised and rejected 
by his brethren; chosen and anointed of 
God; filled with the Spirit; driven “with- 
out the camp,” he drew to himself a band 
of outlaws, developed under his leadership 
into heroes who afterward became the 
leaders in his Kingdom; after his perse- 
cution and suffering he entered into the 
Kingdom, first partially, then completely ; 
he conquered all Israel’s enemies. Israel 
will yet bow to David their King, that is, 
to Christ in the latter days. The Gentile 
Church is not the fulfillment of this proph- 
ecy (Rom. 11: 11, 12, 15, 26). 

The Shepherd in Scripture. Study the 
great shepherd chapters of the Old Testa- 
ment to catch the spirit of this wonderful 
figure of God’s dealings with his people: 
Psalm 23; Jeremiah 23; Ezekiel 34; Psalm 
80; Isaiah 40:11. Then study again the 
tenth chapter of John, and other references 
to the Lord Jesus as the Good Shepherd 
(John 10: 11, 14; Matt. 26:31; 1 Pet. 2: 
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25), the Great Shepherd (Heb. 13:20), 


the Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4). 


Other Special Topics. David in Train- 
ing. David’s Characteristics... David’s sin. 
God’s sovereignty. David and Samuel. 
The Psalms. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Has your heart been cleansed by faith? 
God looks on the heart. The human heart 
is deceitful and desperately wicked (Jer. 
17:9). But he cleanses the heart (Acts 
15:9). And he shows himself strong in 
behalf of those whose hearts are. perfect, 
as David’s was (2 Chron. 16:9). 


Be filled with the Spirit. We also have 
been anointed to be kings (Rev. 1:6), and 
we have received the Holy Spirit (Rom. 
5:5). The Spirit should be mightily upon 
us from our youth. 

Be faithfui and patient in lowly and in 
lonely service. David, anointed king, went 
back to caring for the sheep and spent 
years in faithfulness to appointed tasks, 
and years in suffering before he was 
crowned. When cherishing a call to high 
service, be the more diligent in the small 
things at hand. 


Seek out the young and encourage them. 
Despise not youth. Look not on outward 
appearance, but seek to know the heart and 
th: possibilities in each life. -Call young 
men to the ministry. 

Trust Christ as Shepherd. He sov- 
ereignly called and trained David, and 
guided every step of his way. He is no 
respecter of persons, and will so guide and 
empower every life committed to him. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


A cure for overmuch sorrow is to forget 
the things behind and enter gladly into 
God’s new, glorious plans. 

Do we believe that the Lord is our shep- 
herd, or do we only say we believe it? 

A little child who was taught the first 
verse of the Twenty-third Psalm finally 
attempted to.say it herself, and set forth 
this beautiful version: “The Lord is my 
Shepherd; that’s all I want.” 


David, anointed king, went back to his 
sheep; we are kings, and every: humble 
service is glorious while we wait for the 
later crowning. 

Another hidden member of the household 
of Jesse was David’s mother, whom he lov- 
ingly refers to as the handmaid of the Lord 
(Psa, 86: 16; 116: 16). 

With David, God’s purposes concerning 
Judah began to have their fulfillment: when 
Saul was appointed king, the prophecy that 
the scepter would not depart from Judah 
seemed to be failing. 


Government of the people, by the people, 
for the people will perish from the earth, 
and in its place will be a kingdom of God 
and by God and unto God: and yet God’s 
King, the Lord Jesus, is also of the people 
and for the people! 

“The problems we face .. . challenge 
the wisdom of man and the capacity of 
Governments,” said one of the great rulers 
of earth in connection with the failure of 
the recent world economic conference. The 
tragedy of tragedies today is that the rulers 
of the nations are seeking to solve these 
problems and leave God completely out; 
David took God completely in. 

Cotumsra, S. C. 
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Lesson for September 3. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by three members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried a.signing some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


W AS the choice of David a giving in to 
Israel’s wrong desire for a king? ~ 

2. How old was David when he was 
anointed ? 

3. Is Christ called a shepherd because David 
was a shepherd? 

4. Where does God look in a man to find 
one worthy of trust? 


5. Where in the lesson text do we find the 
right order of either shepherd or kingly qual- 
ities ? 

6. Why do the worldly-minded make such 
blunders in the choice of leaders? 


- 7. Give three Scripture references that show 
how the people of David’s time loved him. 

8. Give three references in 1 Kings 9 to 14 
ae show David’s single-hearted love towar 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected MA the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Judge Rutherford’s Strange Religion.— 
The Spirit of the Lord came upon David 
(1 Sam, 16:13). Judge Joseph Fredgrick 
Rutherford is the guiding spirit of the In- 
ternational Bible Students Association. He 
is the successor to the late “Pastor” Russell. 
It is said that the membership of the Rus- 
sellites numbers 1,000,000. Rutherford is 
sO positive that King David is coming back 
to this earth soon that he has deeded his 
home at 4440 Braeburn Road, San Diego, 
Cal., to him. . Said Rutherford: “I have 
purposely landscaped the place with palm 
and olive trees so these princes of. the 
universe will feel at home when they come 
to offer man the chance to be perfect.”— 
From The Defender. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 


The Strange Power.—And the Spirit of 
the Lord came (v. 13). An archdeacon 
in our church was converted in the Ulster 
revival of long ago. He tells the story 
of how his mother, hearing of the strange 
doings, said: “Bobbie, I have ordered the 
coachman to drive me to the meeting this 
evening, arid I want you to come along; but 
it is reported that a strange power comes 
upon people who attend the services, and 
should you feel. it coming on you, be sure 
to nudge me, as I am taking a supply of 
ginger.” (Ginger then was supposed a sure 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


cure for nearly everything.) They had not 
been in the meeting long when Bobbie 
nudged his mother, and on looking up dis- 
covered that she was chewing for all she 
was worth. It did not avail, for the strange 
power was the power from on high, and 
they passed from death unto life—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Maggie Eliza- 
beth Evans, Eolian, Texas. 


The Murder Mark — and Grace.—Man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart (Golden Text). 
Dr. Lawes of New Guinea describes how 
he has seen and heard in New Guinea, for- 
mer cannibals, at the prayer meeting. “I 
have heard savages pray,” he says; “men 
with tattooed marks on their chests that 
indicate that they were murderers, that 
their spears had tasted blood. I have heard 
them pouring out their hearts in prayer to 
God, as children holding converse with 
their Father, and I know that they have 
been taught by the Spirit of God.” The 
outward marks remain. Once they were 
the man’s pride and glory; now he would 
give all he has to remove them. Though 
they can never be removed, though the out- 
ward man remains the same, the inward 
man is a new creature, known and under- 
stood of God. The Lord who looks upon 
the heart finds there the soul of a son— 
From The London Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sus- 
sex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The X-Ray and Pearls.—Man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart (Golden Text). 
Through the utilization of the X-ray, the 
necessity of opening every oyster in the 
gathering of pearls has ceased to exist at a 
pearl fishery in the Ceylon Islands, The 
oysters are arranged in batches of a hun- 
dred on a moving platform or carrier, and 
are passed in succession under the rays and 
above a special paper devised for direct 
radiography. Unless the subsequent de- 
velopment of the prepared paper betrays 
the presence of a pearl, the oyster is not 
opened. If the pearls discovered are small, 
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the oysters containing them are replaced 
in their natural homes, and from time to 
time are re-examined until the pearls are 
large enough for commercial purposes.— 
From Popular Mechanics. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


But Fine Garments.—Man looketh on 
the outward appearance (Golden Text). A 
dear fellow Christian, now a famous evan- 
gelist, tells the tale of a colored man who 
had turned to the Lord. Giving his testi- 
mony one time he said, “My friends, you 
see in me only a big, black, ugly colored 
man; but in God’s sight I’m altogether 
lovely, for I’m all dressed up in Jesus.” 
This is ‘the truth put in a quaint way.— 
From Our Young People’s Delight. Sent 
by Mrs. Emery T. Huntsman, Martinsburg, 
Pa, 


Inconsistent Writers.—T7he Lord looketh 
on the heart (Golden Text). A _ very 
pointed sentence closes one of the articles 
of Professor William Lyon Phelps. . With 
striking terseness he said: “A great many 
of our contemporary Writers do not believe 
in any God — but how they do hate him!” 
—Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Outward Appearances.—Look not on 
his [Eliab’s] countenance, . . . the Lord 
looketh on the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). I have 
just been looking at a newspafer picture 
of two of the “big men” of the country 
standing side by side. By “big” I mean 
men who have done big things. No fashion 
plate or tailor magazine would ever use 
that picture for an inspiration along sar- 
torial lines. One of these men I knew 
when he was fighting his way up. He has 
died and left a great estate of some $50,- 
000,000. In his lifetime he gave away mil- 
lions. One gift of $10,000,000 enabled a 
noted college to erect a magnificent cluster 
of buildings. He built a cement road down 





The Golden 


Text in Song 





1 Samuel 16:17 
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Man look-eth on the out-ward ap-pear-ance, but the Lord look-eth on the heart. 
-0- 2 2. 


Man look-eth on the out-ward ap-pear-ance, but the Lord look-eth on the heart. 
Oo 
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through his state, and made it a present 
to the state with his compliments. 

I laugh as I look at the picture of these 
two men, Their pantaloons bag at the 
knees. haven’t been pressed, apparently, 
sinwe they left the tailor. Their sack coats 
hang on them in creases like a night shirt 
upon a clothes tree. Their four-in-hands 
are all awry and leok as though they might 
have been twisted in the dark. 

If General Du Pont of Wilmington had 
walked into your presence you never would 
have dreamed you had before you the head 
of the great Du Pont interests and one of 
the finest men in all the world. That chesty 
fellow swelling around in a cutaway and 
spats is rarely the “big boss’! When we 
come into personal contact with famous 
men we are struck by their modest and 
unassuming personality. This is because 
we give most attention to outward appear- 
ances, 

Yes, I knew you would say it, “When a 
man has fifty million dollars he can af- 
ford to forget tailor and haberdasher, but 
a fellow on salary has to keep ‘dolled up.’ ” 
Yes, and so he ought. But the point of this 
paragraph is that the heart, upon which 
God looks, should have greater care for 
its adornment. The moral of this para- 
graph is written all over it (Luke 16:15; 
2 Gor. 16:7). 


The “Swell Guy.”—Now he was ruddy, 
... and goodly to look to. ... Arise, anoint 
him: for this is he (v. 12). I have a won- 
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derful statue of David by the late Paul 
Bartlett, America’s greatest. sculptor until 
his death. My grandsons. in admiring the 
lovely bronze said, “David was a swell 
guy.” It so happens that a newspaper 
writer who used this popular slang was 
asked what “A Swell Guy” was. He re- 
plied: “Being a ‘swell guy’ is a rather 
simple assignment. If one is straightfor- 
ward, unaffected, tolerant, generous, and 
kind he is a ‘swell guy.’ And since these 
are the qualities that pay the biggest divi- 
dends in satisfaction, a man ought to try 
to be a ‘swell guy’ for his own sake, if for 
no other reason.” 

As I read this extract from the “Second 
Thought” column I was struck how nearly 
the same came to describing much of Da- 
vid, and the further fact that these are 
all Christian characteristics (Gal. 5:22, 
23; Eph. 5:9). 

Straightforwardness and unaffectedness 
are graces that grow out on the hillsides 
with the “sheep,” under the warm, sweet, 
clear air of God’s great out-of-doors, The 
man out on the hills and plains gets his 
living right on the premises and does not 
have to kowtow to a customer or take a 
buyer out to dinner to make sales. He is 
not afraid: to say what he thinks. 

The farmer, whether plowman of the 
prairie or shepherd of the hills, never tries 
to keep up with the Joneses. After harvest 
and sheep shearing, “David” and his rela- 
tions all put on the khaki and take the 
road on rubber. They spread out over the 
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land a straightforward, unaffected, tolerant, 
generous, and kindly swarm of America’s 
very best. From such of these come the 
“swell guys” that have laid the foundations 
and built the “Jerusalems.” 

It is said that eight out of ten families 
in the cities—except the aliens — have 
their origin out in the great open spaces 
close to the farms, or upon them. 


Where “Davids” Are Raised.—He chose 
David also his servant, and took him from 
the sheepfolds (Psa. 78:70). In the oid 
days, before homes had “nurseries” for the 
children, when there was “company” for 
dinner the little fellow was not at the table. 
“Say, Mother, do I have to wait!” was the 
accusing wail. “Yes, you do, now be a 
good boy.” The mere matter of the “wait” 
was not so bad, but it meant necks and 
drumsticks and no white meat. And would 
you believe it, necks and drumsticks are 
my poultry complex to this day. The old 
gobbler’s neck comes to my plate after I 
have carved and served the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas turkey. 

David was in the same case as little 
Willie, except that David’s were sheep and 
mine was an old brindle cow I had to get 
back and forth to pasture in Dick Strode’s 
meadow, “seventy-five cents a week.” But 
there the analogy ceases. 

God who looketh upon the heart saw the 
possibilities of the “ruddy” little shepherd. 
The family apparently paid small attention 
to him. “Just a kid brother,” and patroniz- 
ingly tolerated, who was destined to found 
the fortunes of the family (1 Sam. 17: 28). 

God is still selecting his servants who 
shall be “Kings,” from the shepherds. In- 
deed, the woods are full of ’em. But few 
or none come from godless farmsteads or 
atheistic sheepfolds. The David variety 
are not bred in such places. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Central Theme: Character. 

1. David, the good shepherd. 

2. The character of David. 

3. How I may have a beamtiful character. 


EMIND the children that Saul’s down- 
fall was caused by disobedience, com- 
paring him with David, who was blessed 
because of his obedience and loyalty to God. 
We are going to read about how David 
was chosen by God to be King instead of 
Saul. David was a shepherd boy, and 
used to spend all the day among the hills 
with his sheep. He loved them very dearly 
and often risked his life to save them from 
enemies. One day he fought and conquered 
a lion, and another day a bear, which came 
down to eat up the lambs of his flock. 
One day David, guided by- the Spirit of 
God, wrote a beautiful song in which he 
likened himself to one of his sheep and 
said, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.” And he wrote it down so that 
we might make it our song, too! (Memory 
Verse.) 

Read the lesson, pointing out that David 
was doing his every-day work when he was 
‘called. Also stress the fact that though 
he had been chosen to be King, it did not 
make him proud; he never boasted of it, 
but went back to his duties among the 
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sheep in humility: God loves a humble 
spirit... Specially draw attention to 1 Sam- 
uel 16:7.. It was David’s character that 
pleased God. The word “character” comes 
from a Greek word meaning “to engrave.” 
Once anything is engraved on a piece of 
metal, it is practically impossible to remove 
it. How careful we should be, therefore, 
what we engrave on our hearts! Explain 
that it is the little things we do — good and 
bad — which form our character, 

Our character is what we are! In Phi- 
lippians 4:8 God tells us what to think 
about so as to make our characters beau- 
tiful. Let us look it up. 

I wonder what your thoughts are like! 
There is only one Person who can turn the 
bad thoughts out of your heart, and make 
it beautiful and clean, and that is the Lord 
Jesus. If you ask him, he will wash your 
heart clean in his precious Blood. Won't 
you ask him now? 

He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us g 


That we might go at last to Heaven, 
Saved by His precious Blood. 


Expression Work 

Cut out three cardboard hearts, all the 
same size. Paint one black; the second, 
red; the third, leave white. Show the 
black one first —our natural heart, full of 
evil thoughts ; then cover it up entirely with 
the red heart, quoting 1 John 1: 7, explain- 
ing it simply. Lastly, cover both with the 
white heart, which is what the heart 
washed in the precious Blood of Christ is 
like in God’s sight. 

York, Enc. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Impossible (?) goals. 

Discussion: What in David’s boyhood can 
a fellow copy today? 

Objective: Working faithfully, waiting 
patiently. 

















AY, fellows, we are apt to look upog the 

great shining examples of successful 
lives and be rather discouraged than other- 
wise; because they seem to have been espe- 
cially fortunate in the circumstances that 
surrounded them and .the conditions and 
times in which they lived. But on investi- 
gation we find they had their simple begin- 
nings and problems just-as we have, for the 
most part. 

Here now comes David whom God calls 
“a man after mine own heart” —the most 
famous human ancestor of- Jesus Christ — 
for our Lord. was not called the “Son of 
Abraham” nor the “Son of Jacob,” but the 
“Soniof David.” In his youth David was an 
athlete; he was an expert marksman with 
the sling; he was a superb musician — his 
reputation being such that he was sent for 
to play before the king, even in his boyhood; 
he was one of the world’s greatest poets, 
writing some of the masterpieces of spirit- 
ual literature which will be sung as long as 
the world lasts and doubtless in eternity; 
he was an able and successful general in 
military conquests, an unexcelled adminis- 
trator, and: generally considered the great- 
est of all the kings of Israel. David did 
great exploits, 

Yet David was an obscure lad in his 
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teens. Any ordinary boy would have chafed 
under the monotony and .confinement which 
the boy. David endured. He tended. sheep 
in the wilderness. It was the kind of life 
and the kind of job where one day is like 
another — morning, noon, and night, the 
same thing. No companions but the dumb 
sheep, no entertainment except what the 
silent pastures, the surrounding wilderness, 
or the fool things that silly sheep might 
do would afford. But right here is where 
any fellow. who aspires may get inspiration 
from David. He made his own boy life 
interesting and profitable, in spite of the 
dullness and the sameness that hedged him 
in. 

In the first place, David was faithful to 
his job. Those sheep were his first con- 
cern. He led them to the greenest pastures 
and he guarded them with zealous care. 
When the lion and the bear came out to 
attack them and take the lambs away, he 
risked his life and slew the beasts. When 
he had been called to play before the king, 
he returned to those sheep with no lessened 
interest and care. When he finally leit 
them to fight the giant and become a great 
leader in Israel, he was careful to leave 
the sheep with a keeper. This is important. 
“He that is faithful in that which is least 
is faithful also in much” (Luke 16: 10, cf. 
Matt. 25:23). When a fellow is sighing 
for a life with more spice in it, he had bet- 
ter examine himself and see if he is using 
what he has to put spice in the present 
situation. David did that. There were 
many hours in the day that might have been 
dull while the sheep were feeding or rest- 
ing; but he practiced with his sling and 
with his harp. Both those simple instru- 
ments became the means of power and zest, 
entertainment and achievement. 

God has big things in store for the fel- 
low who sets about his task, gives it his 
faithful best, and leaves the results in God’s 
hands. Sooner or later he is called up 
higher. David meditated upon God’s law 
and molded it into marvelous poetry. If 
you want a real picture of David you will 
find it in the First Psalm. He loved God’s 
word and God made him prosperous in the 
highest sense of the word. When David’s 
brothers ‘saw the giant and heard his chal- 
lenge, they quaked with fear; they only saw 
Goliath. . When David saw the giant, he 
looked through eyes of faith upon God and 
knew that David, plus God, would be more 
than equal to any foe. 

All this is any fellow’s privilege today. 
Jesus Christ challenges you to accept it and 
use it. Will you, fellows? 


GreENnssoRO, N. C. 


ve 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s Great Leaders in Israel: 
How They Kept the Faith 

10. David loved God, . . . and— 











AVID’S life in one brief lesson! What 

a task! What a challenge! Impos- 
sible, except by finding the key to such a 
personality, with such manifold charms and 
“Jessons.” In and through everything runs 
deep and strong David’s loving heart — lov- 
ing toward: both God and man; and be- 
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cause he loved so warmly he was loved as 
few men have ever been. 

Our special theme for our girls this week 
is David’s dedication of that loving heart 
of his to God, and the results of that gift of 
David’s in the history of his people on 
down to the advent of his “Greater Son” 
as the Saviour of the world. 

How much knowledge of the life of Da- 
vid can you count upon in planning this 
lesson for your girls? Must you neces- 
sarily begin with a skeleton biography, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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placing him in time and circumstances in 
his rightful historical setting? Do your 
girls know enough of the fascinating inci- 
dents of David’s varied life, from the 
sheepfolds around Bethlehem to his “house 
of cedar” —the king’s palace in Jerusalem, 
in which temptation and sorrow clouded his 
old age—to appreciate the significance of 
our key thought? 

Collect their knowledge by a few lead- 
ing questions: Whose son was David? Why 
did he succeed King Saul rather than Saul’s 
own son? What were the circumstances 
of David’s early life, before he was called 
to Saul's court? What caused his banish- 
ment from court? What kind of life fol- 
lowed until he was made king of Israel? 
How long did he reign? Where? What 
were the outstanding events of his life as 
king? What was his great sin? Its re- 
sults in his own family? -His greatest sor- 
row? The manner of his death? 

Upon this background of renewed knowl- 
edge ask your girls to think of this: What 
made David’acceptable in God’s sight, be- 
ginning with God’s choice of him to suc- 
ceed Saul as king? (Lesson passage for 
this week.) Why does Scripture state that 
this faulty man was still a man after God’s 
own heart? (Acts 13:22.) Only a close 
acquaintance with David’s whole story will 
reveal the full truth of this statement: that 
David loved God supremely, sought his will 
with single-hearted devotion, grieved with 
sincere sorrow when he sinned against God, 
and dedicated this whole-hearted love 
wholly to God’s service, seeking first God’s 
will and way, and—? God made him 
Israel’s greatest king, through him estab- 
lishing its capital city, and freeing his peo- 
ple from their long-time enemies, the Philis- 
tines; and He made with King David the 
covenant under which David's descendant, 
Jesus of Nazareth, shall reign forever and 
ever (Isa. 55: 3-5; 2 Sam. 7:13). 

What could God do with your dedicated 
love? 

Home Study: 


Read David’s story (1 Sam. 13 to I 
Kings 2) —the best “short story” you ever 
read. 


Decatur, Ga, 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee today that thou dost not call 
any of us to a work for thee without giving 
us the ability to do that work under thy hand. 
Thou hast prepared us in ways that we knew 
not, and led us to the very hour of choosing. 
We pray that we may be obedient when thou 
dost point out the way that thou wouldst have 
us follow. May we not be slow to hear thy 
call from the voices of friends and co-workers 
in thy service, for thou dost use others in the 
process of selecting fellow servants. We would 
be teachable, and ready and eager to do what 
thou dost set before us. May we not be sure 
of our own strength at all, but perfectly sure 
of thy strength in the midst of our weakness, 
and thy supply for every need. We ask it in 
the name of our Lord Jesux Amen. 


After the Lesson.—God doesn’t have to 
study us, — he knows us! His choices are 
his own. The Lord Jesus said to his dis- 
ciples, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, . .. that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit.” How wonderful it is 
that the Lord takes the responsibility for 
choosing us for his service! It is his way 
with his workers and his work. 
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So with the Lord: he takes and he refuses, 
Finds him ambassadors whom men deny, 
Wise ones nor mighty for his saints he 

: chooses, 
No, such as John or Gideon or I. 


Just as young David was chosen for a 
work that was to go far beyond anything 
he could realize at the time, so any of us 
may be selected for a part in God’s pur- 
poses if we are humble and obedient. When 
Samuel under God’s direction anointed Da- 
vid, please notice especially that “the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon David from that 
day forward.” When God chooses a 
worker, it is not ability that he is asking 
for, but obedience, — he will look after the 
ability. Will you see to it that you are 
obedient? Let us pray. 





CHOSEN FOR SERVICE? 


NOT OUTWARD PPEARANCE 
BUT INWARD LLEGIANCE 


THEN OBEY HIM! 











Teaching by Objects 
By. Ethel S. Low 


MateriAL: A shepherd’s crook. A 


crown, 


ID you ever see a shepherd? Many of 

you have never had the opportunity 
of seeing a great drove of sheep with the 
shepherds and dogs. It is not an unusual 
sight in some parts of California. We have 
stopped our car on the highway, and waited 
while thousands of sheep passed, herded 
by the trained dogs, and directed by the 
shepherd. 

Often the shepherd has a crook, It an- 
swers several purposes. Sometimes it is a 
staff, sometimes a rod of punishment, and 
sometimes the crook holds back a head- 
strong sheep or lamb from harm. 

David was a shepherd. I never saw a 
shepherd I would have thought of making 
a king, had I had that power. But God 
made David a king and gave him a crown. 
God saw David’s heart, and he knew David 
would make a king after his own heart, 
even though he was a plain shepherd boy. 

What a comfort to us that God doesn’t 
look at our outward defects, for which 
we are often not responsible; but he sees 
our hearts, for which we are responsible, 
because we can give them to him, to be 
used for him. What does God see in your 
heart? 


Monesto, CAL, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 3) 


1. No. God planned that Israel should have 
a king. They sinned in acting before God’s 
time, in the kind of king they wanted, in 
their motive for wanting him, all constituting 
a rejection of God as king, while the choice 
of David confirmed God as king. 


2. Josephus says he was ten. Most modern 
students calculate that he was fifteen. He 
was a lad, and we have no way of learning 
how many years passed before he was called 
to the court of Saul; at that time he was her- 
alded as a warrior, 


3. No. Christ is spoken of in the prophecy 
of Genesis 49: 24 as “the shepherd.” God is 
shepherd of his people, and the caring for the 
sheep is but a shadow of God’s care for all 
his creatures. 
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4. In the heart (1 Sam. 16: 7). 


5. Psalm 78: 72: first the integrity. of the 
heart, second, the skill of the hands. 


6. Because they judge by the superficial or 
merely surface indications. 


7. 1 Samuel 16: 21; 18: 3, 16. 
8. 1 Kings 9:4; 11:4; 14:8. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
P tag is 1 a 





Dear Mother Ruth: I have listened to your 
helpful suggestions to other girls, and I feel 
certain that your advice is God-given. There- 
fore I am coming to you with a question that 
assails me from time to time, and I have 
decided to have it settled forever. 

I am a young woman just past my twenty- 
first birthday. I have been raised in a Christian 
home by a godly mother. I have never gotten 
out in the world enough to experience deep 
sin; yet I know I have sinned, for God says 
“all have sinned.” There have been times in 
my life when doubts have been strong, but I 
have prayed and read my Bible, and they have 
seemed to fall away. I have attended many 
evangelistic meetings where people were ex- 
pected to go forward and kneel at the altar in 
order to obtain that gift of salvation which God 
offers through his Son. I have never publicly 
acknowledged my sin in this fashion, yet I 
have prayed most earnestly in the quiet of 
my room, asking forgiveness and seeking that 
gift of salvation. 

I feel that if I doubt the fact that I have 
received salvation, I am making God a liar, 
for he has said that all believers are the chil- 
dren of God. I do believe the whole Gospel, 
and I love the Lord with all my heart — of 
this I am sure. The thing that worries me is 
this: most all of my Christian friends can 
point back to a definite time and say this 
happened before I was saved; and after I was 
saved I did this. I know of no definite time 
in'my life when any radical change took place 
which has lasted from then until now, as so 
many people profess to do. Have I a right to 
doubt my salvation because I cannot point back 
to a definite day and hour when I was saved? 
This problem has troubled me often and I 
want it settled forever. I feel sure God will 
lead you to set me right. 


Y DEAR GIRL: I have very much 

enjoyed your thoughts, even though 
you feel there is a problem behind them. 
To have the gracious knowledge of for- 
giveness of sins, even though you cannot 
tell the day and the hour, does not rob you 
of the experience. “Thus saith the Lord” 
is sufficient, and you have seen it clearly. 
To trust your Lord as you are doing is a 
great delight to him, too, so keep your 
steadfast confidence, and with a faith which 
will not be turned aside; hold to the truth 
as you have expressed it. 

Turn to 2 Timothy 1:12, and you will 
read those precious words: “For I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able ta keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day.” 
This is your privilege, and do not permit 
Satan to take this from you. The last 
words of Noah Webster were, “I know 
whom I have believed —and I have be- 
lieved — and I depart without one fear or 
one wavering doubt”; and, as his pastor 
said at his funeral, “Webster died as he 
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had lived, a confiding Christian.” Hold 
fast to your faith, even though you may 
have the temptation to doubt. Satan can- 
not take the gift of eternal life from you, 
for it is God’s gift to you. There is no 
place in the Bible where it says you must 
know a date and hour that you accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In John 1:12, 13 
we read: “But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.’ Now take Romans 10: 
9, 10, and you will find you are saved, 
because you BELIEVE, and you are to 
confess him as your Saviour. 

Have you joined the church? Have you 
come out and told others that you have 
received forgiveness of your sins? If not, 
take the very first opportunity of acknowl- 
edging him as your Saviour and Redeemer, 
and be sure to unite with the church, and 
Tet folks know what he has done in secret 
for you, and that you are his child. Then 
settle it for all time! It is one of Satan’s 
ways to destroy the confidence which we 
have in our Saviour, if he can, and so 
give us black doubts, when there is no 
reason why ‘we should ever have a moment 
of uncertainty about the matter. Read 
John 5:24, and take that blessed truth for 
your very own, and know you have “passed 
from death unto life.” 

If Satan brings any questioning into 
your mind, turn to the Scripture and an- 
swer him with the truth, as Jesus Christ 
himself has given it to you; and Satan 
will not linger very long, but will soon 
depart, and get ready to tempt you on some 
other line. Always know it is the Tempter, 
when such suggestions are brought to you; 
and know that God is true, and cannot lie. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Sept. 10. When and How Should We Stand 
Against Public Opinion? Acts 5 : 29. 





Sunday, September 3 


How Is Public Opinion Created? 
(Eph. 4 : 14; Prov. 12 : 5) 


(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Organizing for action (John 11 : 47- 


54). 
Tues.—Shout what you want to be believed 
(John 19: 6). 
Wed.—Use orators (Acts 24: 1-9). 
Thurs.—Create mob madness (Acts 109 : 23- 
41). 
Fri.—Write your story (Hab. 2: 1-4). 
Sat.—Public easily deceived (Eph. 4 : 14, 15). 











What bits of propaganda have you recently 
noticed? 


What magazines influence public opinion? 
How? 


How does the home influence our opinions? 


O YOU remember the story of the 
woman who was guilty of repeating 
throughout her home town every bit of 
rumor or gossip that she heard, often tell- 
ing it as truth, and thus injuring many of 
her town folk? Finally one day her pastor 
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MOTHER, IT'S SIMPLY 
STIFLING IN HERE! HOW 
CAN YOU STAND IT? 








\ KNOW IT'S HOT, BUT | 
NEED THIS WASH— | 
CAN'T LET (IT WAIT 





























(GUT DARLING, MUST YOU BOIL) 
THE CLOTHES ? YOUR KITCHENS 
LIKE AN OVEN 















THINK 1'D STAND OVER A STEAMING 
BOILER ON A DAY LIKE THIS —UNLESS 
| HAD TO? HOW ELSE CAN | GET 
THE CLOTHES WHITE? 











W 





































\'VE TOLD YOU TIME AND TIME 
AGAIN, MOTHER— BOILING 1$ OUT 
OF DATE. SCRUBBING, TOO! LET 
ME GET YOU SOME RINSO 





THAT'S RIGHT. 
I'VE BEEN 
MEANING TO 
TRY IT 






















WITH RINSO YOU GET 
CLOTHES 4.0R 5 SHADES 
WHITER JUST BY SOAKING! 
YOUR KITCHEN WILL BE 
NICE AND COOL 








VLL CALL UP 
THE GROCER 
NOW.... 














NEXT WASHDAY 





SEE, MOTHER 
—WHITER 
THAN EVER ! 





TRY RINSO FOR 
DISHES, TOO 


(NEVER SAW SUCH 
RICH LIVELY SUDs! 
\'M GOING TO 
USE RINSO FOR 
EVERY THING 

















Clothes last 2 or 3 


times longer 


-.so you save lots of money! 


ILLIONS now “take it easy” on washday! 
Instead of scrubbing for hours in a 
sweltering kitchen—instead of torturing 
themselves still further by boiling the clothes 
—they just soak everything in Rinso suds. 
These lively suds coax the dirt right out!’ 
Clothes come 4 or 5 shades whiter without 
scrubbing. They last 2 or 3 times longer this 
gentle way—so you save lots of money! 
The home-making experts of 316 leading 
newspapers—the makers of 40 famous wash- 
ers—recommend Rinso. Cup for cup, it gives 
twice as much suds as puffed-up soaps— 
even in hardest water. Great for dishes and 
all cleaning — easy on hands. 
A PRODUCT OF LEVER BROS. CO. 





It’s safe for your finest 
cottons and linens 
—white or colors 





The biggest-selling package soap in America 









2? sizes 


most women 
buy the large 
pockage 


























New Hand Work 
“The World 
n Children for 
Jesus” 


Price 15 Cents 
Per Set 


OUR 


RALLY DAY 
and 
CHRISTMAS 


“| Catalog is ready; 
write for your 
copy 


WM. H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph St., Chicago 


JUNIATA COLLEGE 


Is still registering students for 


The opening on September 11th 


Send for catalogue and pictorial bulletin to 


CHARLES C. ELLIS, Ph.D., D.D., President 
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 






































resolved to teach her a lesson. He gave 
her a bag of feathers and asked her to 
scatter them to the wind. She thought it 
a strange request, but nevertheless did as 
she was told. When she returned to-her 
pastor, he then asked her to go out and 
gather up each of the feathers. She was 
astounded, and instantly reminded him that, 
no matter how she might try, she never 
could recover half of the feathers that had 
been blown about by the wind. 

“Neither can you repair half the dam- 
age caused by the idle gossip you circu- 
late,” was her pastor’s stern reminder, 


4 

While propaganda does not necessarily 
imply the broadcasting of lies, yet the man- 
ner in which propaganda is employed in 
our land often causes right minded people 
to question its truthfulness. Sometimes a 
half truth is worse than a lie. The sole 
object of propaganda is to sell its goods, 
whether they be a commercial product, or 
a political election, or a course of action. 

We are all familiar with some of the 
propaganda used during a recent presiden- 
tial election. Using the great network of 
radio broadcasting stations, politicians of 
both principal parties obtained ‘access into 
homes such as had not been possible in 
any previous election. Both sides were 
guilty of the most exaggerated and untrust- 
worthy statements about the other party, 
and each side made the most extravagant 
promises as to what its particular party 
would do if elected. So confusing did this 
become that it was most difficult to form 
an unbiased opinion. 

4 

Another form of propaganda that we 
have witnessed recently has been that which 
has effected the closing of some of our 
banks. Unfounded whispers of a bank’s 
unsoundness has caused disastrous runs and 
failures of banks in all too many instances. 


oe 

The newspapers and magazines are 
mighty agents in the moulding of public 
opinion, Where, as in a number of cases, 
the newspapers have championed the cause 
of right, they have been able to arouse the 
public to a remarkable degree to overthrow 
graft and other evils. In the case of the 


wet propaganda, however, the newspapers 
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have been a great factor in creating public 
sentiment against prohibition. In many in- 
stances they have played up every possible 
situation that would cast discredit upon 
prohibition officers and the methods they 
have used, Yet they have said little or 
nothing concerning the disreputable tactics 
of the liquor interests. 
oe 
Magazines have much to answer for in 
the moulding of public opinion toward a 
looseness in morals. It is safe to say that 
a very large percentage of the magazines 
found on the average news stand contain 
stories that are not fit for right thinking 
people to read. The constant absorption 
of such filth into the mind cannot but have 
a deadly influence on the morals of our 
land. 


Schools are another means of moulding 
public opinion. To the boy or girl the 
statement of a teacher in school is authori- 
tative. Where teachers have deliberately 


taught evolution, even in the lower grades, 


or have given vent to atheistic or commu- 
nistic views, a serious menace threatens 
public opinion, 


How important it is, then, for those of 
us who are Christians to do all we can to 
influence public opinion in the right direc- 
tion. How are we to do this? It can only 
be accomplished through the Word of God. 
Here is the only safe propaganda that we 
dare broadcast to this evil world. 

We may do this through the support of 
a church that preaches the Gospel, and 
seeks to lead men and women to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We may do it through our 
young people’s society reaching out in our 
neighborhood and community to touch other 
lives for Christ. We may do it in the dis- 
tribution of Scriptures themselves, either in 
the form of Gospels or Testaments. We 
may help influence public opinion by lead- 
ing consistent Christian lives. Have you 
ever considered the harmful influence of an 
inconsistent Christian? Your public may 
not be very large, but you can influence it 
for Christ if you will. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





j Children at Home 





The Shepherd Boy 
By Clara B. Blair 


A story to gv with the Sunday-school 
lesson in this issue. The John and 
Samuel of this story are the same real 
boys who were in the stories in the 
Times last week and the week before, 
and little David is really their brother. 


AMUEL and John had learned to look 
eagerly for Saturday afternoon when 
Papa was at home, for he always took time 
for a little visit with them and to tell them 
a Bible story. Even little David had learned 
to climb upon his knee and listen quietly, 
though he did not always understand what 
was said. This Saturday afternoon David 
was on his knee and Samuel and John on 
either side. 
“Who is it going to be today, Papa?” 
they asked. 
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Papa smiled and looking down at the 
curly head upon his knee said, “I think it 
will be David this time.” 

“Our David?” asked John and Samuel. 

“Me?” said the tiny one, 

“No, not this David,” Papa replied, “but 
a David Mamma and I love so well to read 
about that we named our little boy for 
him.” 

“Who was he?” asked John. 

“What did he do?” asked Samuel. 

“He was a boy who took care of his 
father’s sheep,” said Papa. “Do you re- 
member we learned last week that Saul 
did not obey God and Samuel?” 

“Yes,” replied the boys, “and God said 
he could not be king.” 

“Yes, he rejected God and then God 
rejected~him,” Papa said, “and one day 
God told Samuel that he wanted him to 
anoint another king. He told him to go 
to a little town called Bethlehem and 
there he would find a man named Jesse 
and he should anoint one of Jesse’s sons. 

“Now, Samuel still loved Saul; then, too, 
Saul had got to be such a wicked man that 
Samuel was afraid of him, so he was sorry 
when God told him this, but he obeyed as 
he had always done. God told. him to 
take a heifer and go to Jesse and offer 
sacrifice and invite Jesse and his sons to 
the feast. Samuel did so. When the peo- 
ple saw Samuel coming they were fright- 
ened. They knew he sometimes came to 
judge people for wrongdoing and sometimes 
to offer sacrifice, and they did not know 
which it was this time. He told them he 
was coming in peace and they need not be 
afraid, but to make themselves clean and 
come to the feast. So they washed and 
changed their clothes and came in to meet 
Samuel. 

“When Samuel saw Jesse’s oldest son he 
thought, Now here was the very one for 
king; he was so tall and fine looking. But 
God told him this was. not the one even if 
he was fine looking. He said, ‘Man look- 
eth on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.’ Then Jesse’s 
second son came, but God said that was not 
the right one either. Samuel looked at all 
the seven sons that Jesse brought in and 
not one of them would do. Then he said 
to Jesse, ‘Are your boys all here? Haven't 
you another?’ 

“*Ves,’ Jesse answered, ‘I have one more, 
the youngest; but he is. just a boy and is 
out looking after the sheep.’ 

“‘Bring him in,’ Samuel said. 
not sit down till he comes.’ 

“So they sent for him at once and the 
boy who seemed about to miss the feast 
because he had work to do was brought 
in with honor. He was a handsome boy 
with a good, honest face, and Samuel loved 
him at once. 

“*Arise and anoint him,’ God said, ‘for 
this is he.’ 

“So Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed David, for that was the boy’s 
name, After the feast was over Samuel 
went back to his home.” 

“I’m glad David did not miss the feast,” 
said John. 

“I’m glad he didn’t leave the sheep till 
he was sent for,” said David. 

“And I’m glad he obeyed,” said Papa, 
“for obedience meant more than feast or 
sheep.” 

“Didn’t he get to be king right away?” 
John. asked. 


‘We will 

















Lesson for September 3 


“No,” Papa answered, “God let Saul be. 
king a while longer. David went back to 
care for the sheep till he should be older. 
But after that he always tried to do just 
what God wanted him to do. ‘David be- 
haved himself wisely in all his ways; and 
the Lord was with him,’ the Bible tells us. 

“He was very fond of music, too, and 
played his harp.a great deal. And he wrote 
some lovely songs himself. John, what was 
the text you recited at breakfast?” 

“*The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want,’” responded John promptly. 

“Yes. That is part of one of the songs 
David wrote, and he wrote a great many 
more. He was called the sweet singer of 
Israel,” Papa ‘said. 

“Will our David be like that?” John 
asked. 

“IT don’t know whether our David will 
ever write songs or not, but I am sure he 
is going to be an obedient boy,” said Papa, 
as he smiled into the brown eyes looking 
up at him. 

And then, as his custom was, Papa con- 
cluded the story hour with a prayer for 
his little boys, and the little boys fast 
learned to add their petitions to his. 

WESTFIELD, IND. 
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The Bible in the Philippines 


IRCULATION ofthe Scriptures by 

the American Bible Society in the 
Philippine Islands is being increased by the 
spread of the Laubach literacy movement 
from the province of Lanao in Mindaneo, 
where 45,000 Moros have learned to read 
in less than three years; by the govern- 
ment’s campaign of mass education through 
numerous town assemblies; by the rural 
life institutes organized by the National 
Christian Council in six provincial centers, 
where the Society’s colportage truck adver- 
tised the Scriptures to an aggregate of 
15,000 to 20,000 people; and by campaigns 
of evangelism. 

we 


Russian Christians Starving 


6¢“\UR food consists of mice, hedgehogs, 

and dead cattle. We are all swollen 
with hunger. I am a dairy woman, and 
milk‘ eleven cows a day. For this I re- 
ceive every other day a half pint of skim- 
med milk for my baby.” 

“The people are eating dead animals, and 
even the dead bodies of men.” 

“We are tempted to ask: Why starve? 
Why not end it all? But we are Chris- 
tians. And it was God who gave us life.” 

“In exchange for your $3 I received a 
great package of flour, oil, sugar, grits, 
and a loaf of bread. Our joy was inde- 
scribable.” 

“I owe my life to you. You have no 
idea how the help from Riga has relieved 
our. misery.” 

These are recent letters from inland Rus- 
sia and Siberia, received in connection with 
the: Russian Relief Work of Dr. Oskar 
Schabert of Riga, Latvia. 

True, and fortunately so, there are many 
organizations engaged in raising money for 
the starving Christian exiles in the forests 
of Siberia. Dr. Schabert’s work, however, 
is unique, because he not only sends them 
money and food, but carries on direct evan- 
gelization among Russians living on the 
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IF YOU ARE A PREMILLENARIAN 








advertised the same message some time ago. 


27 Throop Avenue 





I have a message for you. It is of supreme value if you wish light for these dark days. I 
The letters I received from those who had sent 
for it were filled with gratitude to God for a new revelation; almost every one said in effect, 
‘This should be read by every Christian in America."’ 

So Iam making the same announcement again; I want to reach every true Christian who 
is longing for the coming of the King. Whether I reach you depends on yourself. 

Just enclose 10c (stamps will do) and say, I am a premiilenarian; send me your message."’ 
If you are not a premillenarian, please do not answer this advertisement, 

And may I remind you also of the continuous needs of our world-wide missionary undertak- 
ings? Our work merits your every confidence. Your fellowship in prayer and in gift is always ap- 
preciated, Our monthly publication, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, is of course sent to all contributors. 


J. HOFFMAN COHN 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, INC. 


If interested in Annuities, ask for our booklet, ‘‘Jewish Mission Bonds.” 


Brooklyn, New York 

















BECAUSE OF ITS— 


2. Strong Faculty 


6. Ideal Location 
LIBERAL ARTS 





Wuy A THOUSAND STUDENTS 
From 38 States and 17 Foreign Countries Selected 


WHEATON 


LAST YEAR 


1. Aggressive Christian Character 


3. High Scholastic Standing 
4. Varied and Attractive Curriculum 
5. Friendly and Cosmopolitan Student Body 


CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 
PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT 
MAY WE PRESENT ITS ADVANTAGES TO YOU? 
Write for Illustrated Literature. Address; 
The Registrar, Box T-8 and T-9, WHEATON COLLEGE, WHEATON, ILLINOIS 








borders of Soviet Russia, and maintains a 
valuable press service, The Russian Evan- 
gelical Press, which publishes authentic 
accounts of conditions in Russia, with sup- 
plementary leaflets of actual letters from 
the exiles, describing their frightful ‘suffer- 
ings and their heartfelt thanks for help 
received. 

These food packages do reach their des- 
tinations and have saved many lives. The 
explanation is that Russia demands a cus- 
toms duty of $3 on every food package 
worth $1. So eager is the Soviet Govern- 
ment to receive this American gold that it 
delivers these packages with zeal and des- 
patch. But one American dollar in Riga 
will buy ten pounds of food, for example, 
two pounds each of butter, sugar, rice, bar- 
ley, and grits. The postage and packing 
cost another dollar, and three dollars more 
are claimed for the duty. Thus Russia 
capitalizes the misery she creates. But 
there is no other way of helping the poor 
sufferers. And at least>the greed of the 
oppressor guarantees the relief of his vic- 
tims. 

The work consists in felling, sawing, 
chopping, and stacking up enormous trees. 
A day’s rations for the “norm” of work is 
one and three-fifths pounds of bread. “But 
the norm is impossible, though we work 
like galley slaves from dawn to dark, at 
forty-nine degrees of cold, or drenched 
with rain; no food hours while in the for- 
est. The smaller. the norm, the less bread. 


All must work, from the age of twelve to 
seventy.” 

“We are always hungry and cold. At 
night crowded into cold barracks, the ver- 
min preventing sleep. Typhus, smallpox, 
scurvy are rife. Of the thirty souls in one 
room, all are dead but my wife and child. 
Practically all die who do not receive out- 
side help.” 

Contributions sent to the Rev. George 
P. Pierson, 311 South Thirteenth Street, 
Philadeiphia, will be forwarded to Dr. 
Schabert. : 
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For Family Worship — 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 28 to September 3 


Mon.—1 Samuel 16 : 4-13. David Anointed King. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Lord brought 
Samuel’s mourning for Saul to an end by 
a command to prepare for the anointing of 
his successor. Difficulties in obeying the 
divine command caused Samuel trepidation 
of heart and drove him to prayer. In an- 
swer thereto the Lord promised guidance 
“step by step and stop by stop.” Here is 
a hint for one seeking light on life’s duties 
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—praAy. Here, after setting aside the 
judgment of man, God discloses in the 
anointing of David his man of the hour. 
He was anointed in the midst of his breth- 
ren. God always has the right man for 
the right hour. Pray that evangelicals may 
be guided by the Spirit of God in meeting 
the recent hostile attack on Evangelical 
Missions by the Report of the Appraisal 
Commission of the Laymen’s Foreign Mis- 
sions Inquiry. 


Tues.—Psalm 78 : 70-72. David Chosen of God. 

Prayer Succestions: David chosen, 
called, and commissioned of God when in 
the most humble circumstances to be the 
shepherd of his people Israel is ever an 
interesting spiritual figure. What an in- 
finite difference between occupations in 
Jesse’s sheep pasture, ‘and the green pas- 
tures of God. Feeding sheep is a work 
committed to God’s ministers. David is 
the pattern of all such, He fed Israel the 
sheep of God's pasture with integrity and 
skillfulness. And ministering servants do 
well to keep company with the Old Testa- 
ment model shepherd of souls; but most of 
all with the One who is the good, the great, 
and the chief Shepherd, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Pray for the Zenana Bible and 
Medical Mission of India, 33 Surret Street, 
Strand, London, W. C. 2, Eng. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 17 : 41-49. 

David Conquers Goliath. 

Prayer Succestions: Goliath was the 
champion of Philistine idolatry as well as 
their army; and David in like manner up- 
held God’s name and cause, and that of 
His people Israel. Note the Philistines’ 
pride, profanity, boastfulness, defiance of 
God, and his devotion to false gods. Ob- 
serve David’s humility, reverence, reliance 
upon God, and zeal for His glory. David 
who was much on his face before God 
soon brought the giant down on his face 
before Israel and Israel’s God. The battle 
was the Lord’s. Pray for the Spanish, 
Portuguese Church Society (Reformed 
Churches), for the strengthening the wit- 
ness of these Bodies in Spain, 20 Church 
House, Westminster, S. W. 1, London, 
Eng. 


Thurs.—2 Samuel 12:1-7. David’s Sin. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: David’s sin came 
at a time when he was letting up in war- 
fare against Israel’s foes. Leisure hours 
are fraught with grave spiritual peril. 
Christian, watch! David’s sin was kept 
more or less secret for a long period, more 
than a year, it seems. God’s deep resent- 
ment could be contained no longer, and so 
He sent Nathan to deal with him. Wise 
winner of a sinning-saint! Perfect preach- 
ing by an imperfect preacher! “Thou art 
the man!” Many a modern sinning saint 
needs the instructed ministry of a servant 
of God. How the Church needs such men! 
Pray for the British Jews Society, 9, Great 
James Street, W. C; 1, London, Eng. 


Fri—Psalm 51 : 1-13. David’s Repentance. 
Prayer SucGestions: David, abhorring 
his sin, acknowledging it unreservedly, call- 
ing. it by its name, and conscious of its 
hellish pollution, throws himself upon the 
mercy of God. His was a broken and con- 
trite heart. He asks for inward cleansing, 
transformation, and for the repair of dam- 
age he has caused to Jerusalem — “Build 
thou the walls of Jerusalem.” In God’s 
light he saw sin’s exceeding sinfulness. May 
God visit the Church and give a like sense 
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of our departures from God! The Church 
needs just now a Davidie sense of sin. Pray 
for the Trinitarian Bible Society, 7 Bury 
Street, London, W. C, 1, Eng. 
Sat.—Psalm 23:1-6. A Psalm of David. 
Prayer SuccestTions: God called David 
from the sheepfold to the kingdom for the 
specific purpose of feeding his people Israel. 
This divine purpose in his commission was 
undoubtedly the inspiring cause of this 
Psalm. He conceives of himself as a sheep 
in the Lord’s pasture where comfort, de- 
liverance, and eternal satisfaction and safety 
are assured under the divine Shepherd’s 
care, What rich pastures, and fountains of 
living water, are the heritage of the sheep 
who hear the voice of the Lord Jesus! He 


shall lead them—and wipe away all tears © 


from their eyes. This Psalm of David has 
comforted more dying saints than any othet 
portiqn in the Psalter. Pray for the Mis- 
sion to Lepers, 7 Bloomsbury: Square, Lon- 
don, W. C. 1, Eng. 


Sun.—Psalm 101 : 1-8. An Upright Man. 
Prayer SuGcestions: The upright man 
described in this passage worships God in 
sincerity, behaves himself wisely in a per- 
fect way, and manages. the affairs of his 
household, whether it be a family or a 
kingdom so as to please God. The heart, 
the eyes, and the tongue are all kept with 
diligence. Evil companionships, ever in the 
servants of the household (or kingdom in 
this case), are by David carefully guarded 
against, What a noble example for all in 
governmental or parental authority. Pray 
for Mildmay Centers of Evangelism,.Na- 
tional House, Mildmay Conference Center, 
Newington Green Road, N. 1, London, Eng. 
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OU can avoid a shrinking income, as many 
others have done, by placing your money 
in Annuity Agreements of the American Bible 


An Annuity Agreement 


is a legal contract in which the American Bible 
Society in return for a gift of money ($100 or 
over) binds itself to pay to the holder (the holder 
being called an annuitant) a specified sum every 
“ year as long as the annuitant lives, 


These Annuity Agreements are safe, because 
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they are backed by the sound financial resources 
and business management of a trustworthy in- 
“<a stitution whose work is indispensable to the 
Christian enterprise and whose annuity program 
has stood the test for over 80 years. 
An easy-to-read booklet tells you all about it—the 
rates you receive—how you help in making the 
Scriptures widely available around the earth— 
how a relative or friend may be included. 
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